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Just before the summer break we received a monitoring visit from Ofsted.
This was our third such visit and we believe it went very well. You can see the report from HMI
Mr Simon Rowe on our website, some of the positive feedback included:
Students’ achievement across the college
is continuing to rise.

Teachers have high expectations with regards to
students’ behaviour and attitudes to learning.

The quality of feedback given to students,
particularly through teachers’ marking,
has improved significantly.

Students behave well around the college…
a harmonious atmosphere and a positive ethos
permeates the college.

Teaching is typified by good, professional
relationships between teachers and
their students.

The Principal and senior leaders have maintained
improvements at the college, particularly with regard
to the quality of teaching and students’ achievement.

We are in no way complacent
about our position and there are
still issues contained in the report
that we will improve, but we
have real reasons for optimism.
I know that many of you have
told me how you are happy with
the college and say you can
perceive key differences since
the last inspection. I hope you
will recognise that we are well on
our way in our journey of school
improvement.
During the summer we were
delighted to receive some
really great results in Year 11
and Sixth Form. These results
clearly place us amongst the
highest performing schools
in the area. The results are a
credit to the hard work of the
students concerned and the
dedicated staff who teach
them. Statistics are available on
our website but I would draw
attention to the achievement of

Connect with us:

the English department where
89% of students gained A* - C
and in Maths where 79% gained
A* - C. Some notable student
performances came from Natalia
Arciuchiewicz who received
twelve A* grades at GCSE and
George Lam who received nine
A* grades and three A grades at
GCSE.
A new ruling brought in this year
by the government means that
only the first sitting of exams will
count in any published league
tables. This will mean that the
published figure for St. Joseph’s
is 70% A* - C with English and
Maths. This, in fact, is the best set
or results ever for St. Joseph’s.
At Sixth Form we were delighted
that the overwhelming majority
of students were able to go
on to their preferred route in
education. Particularly notable
performances came from Dale
Nunes and Daniel Bright.

@stjosephscc

Dale received three A grades
and one A*, and Daniel received
three A* grades and one A grade.
Overall there was a 98% pass rate
and 75% of students achieved 3
or more qualifications.
Last year we introduced a
Parents’ Forum, giving parents
an opportunity to come into the
college to look at our plans for
the future. We are continuing our
dialogue this year with the first
forum on 20th October. There
have been many new initiatives
and I recently wrote to parents
asking them to comment on the
changes you are seeing using
Parent View.
As Principal, I feel very privileged
to be working alongside such
fantastic students and staff who
continue to impress me with their
sense of pride in the College.
Paul Hughes
Principal

St. Joseph’s Catholic College
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Principal’s Message

New Academic Year
In this our first newsletter of the academic year
I would like to begin by welcoming all our new
students and their parents to St. Joseph’s Catholic
College. It has been a pleasure to see how well
our new students have settled into the community.

Teaching Staff
Mr Giles
Mr Roberts
Miss Curran
Miss Nicotra
Miss Parsons
Mr Carney
Mrs Harbron
Mr Clare
Mrs Copestake
Mr Guerrero
Miss Hughes
Mr Matyla
Miss Amadori

The Year 7s look especially smart in their
blazers as do those in other years who have
adopted the new style.
A warm welcome must also go to staff
members who have joined us in the new term.

Support Staff

Deputy Principal
Geography
English
MFL
Design and Technology
Maths
English
English
Maths
Maths
English/ICT
History
MFL

A visit from the Archbishop
In September we were delighted to host an event for
the Church of England. The Archbishop of Canterbury,
Justin Welby, spoke to a packed hall in St. Joseph’s
during his visit to Swindon. In his talk he addressed a
wide range of issues facing Christians today.

Mr Collinge
Mr Fernandes
Mr Gonsalves
Mr Neale
Mrs H Beije
Mrs Banca
Mrs Toner
Mr Merabtene
Mr Payne

Science Technician
Senior ICT Technician
IT Technician
Administration Apprentice
Catering Assistant
Catering Assistant
Cleaning Staff
Cover Supervisor
Facilities Coordinator
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College Life

Change of Address or
Telephone Number
If you move house, or update
your telephone number, please
can you ensure you notify the
College as soon as possible. Many
thanks for your co-operation.

Items Being Dropped
off at Reception by
Parents/Carers

Dance World Cup
Charlotte (Year 11) won a Bronze
medal with her duet partner at
the Dance World Cup for Team
England in Portugal and secured
5th place in her ballet quartet
adding more points for the
England Team. Team England
continued in their success
during Saturday and won the
competition overall.

OCT College closes
22 for students

NOV Swindon Youth
10-14 Festival of Literature
NOV
Anti-Bulling Week
17-21
NOV Year 11 Parents’
Evening (ABLM)
18 5.30pm

Governance

The governors have recently
completed a review of their
skills and with the loss of Mr.
Banda in particular, we are
looking for someone who
has an interest in education
and a financial background,
preferably accountancy
related. There are at least
four board meetings a year.

your Diary
NOV College reopens
4 for students

Items will only be taken if they
are of an essential nature, for
example, lunch, lunch money or
cookery ingredients. The College
will not take responsibility for
getting these items to students,
but would request that parents/
carers ensure that their child
is aware that there is an item
awaiting their collection from
Student Reception. Parents/carers
will be required to complete a
sheet to this effect. Items that
are not essential such as PE kit,
Homework and exercise books
will not be taken in.

Recently two of our governors
have come to the end of their
service. We would like to
thank Larry Banda, Divisional
Director of Nationwide
Building Society and Chair
of our Finance and Premises
Committee and Neil Cowie,
Technical Director for Halcrow
Group Ltd for all their time and
efforts to support the College
over the past few years.

Dates for

In addition to this there are
committee meetings which
meet between three and six
times a year.
There are many changes
in Government policy and
legislation and the Governing
Body is responsible for aligning
the strategy of the College
to these changes. If you are
interested in becoming a
governor please contact the
Clerk, Michelle Ferris on 01793
714204 who will be able to
explain in a little more detail
what this role would include.
In the next few weeks Michelle
will be contacting all parents
for nominations for the role
of parent governor, so please
look out for this.

NOV Year 11 Parents’
Evening (CESW)
27 5.30pm
DEC GCSE Music and
College Singers
4 7.00pm
DEC Year 12/13 Parents
9 Evening 5.30pm
DEC Sixth Form
17 Application Deadline
DEC Christmas Services
College closes to
18 students
DEC
Staff Training Day
19
JAN College reopens
5 for students
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Chaplaincy News

We have started the year with
an eventful and busy timetable...
Year 7 students have had their ‘Induction to
Chaplaincy’ at St. Joseph’s, led by Mrs Barkham
and Mrs Mobey.
Mr Hughes and Mrs Payne held an information
session, ‘Working in a Catholic College’ for new staff.
Two members of the Sixth Form Chaplaincy
Team prepared and led assemblies on CAFOD
and Generosity during CAFOD week. The whole
college community was encouraged to take part
in Family Fast Day on Friday. 3 October.
As part of Faith in Action and Outreach in Our
Community, we have resumed are weekly visit
to Kingsmead Nursing Home. The number of
students that volunteered was excellent, 2 groups
have been formed, visiting on a fortnightly basis.
All Year 10 classes have taken part in a class
Mass, The Chaplaincy Team, the RE department
and our Chair of Governors Canon John would
like to congratulate them on their contribution
and the respect shown.
In October, eight students represented the
College at a conference which brings together
sixth form students from across the Diocese to
discuss their faith.

Kingsmead Nursing Home
This will be my third year of being a member
of the Youth SVP. I very much enjoy visiting the
home where I like to spend my time chatting and
sharing my news with the people there. I know
the residents look forward each week to seeing
the St. Joseph’s students. It means a lot to them,
as it does us and we feel our visits are of benefit
and really appreciated.

Upcoming
Events...
We are looking forward to our students attending
the CAFOD Leadership programme which starts
on 28 October 2014.
The Year 12/13’s Kintbury residential trip is taking
place from the 13 - 16 November 2014.
Year 9 students will prepare and take part in their
class Mass
The annual Remembrance Mass will be held on
Tuesday 24 November (4:00pm) all are invited to
join with us as we remember deceased members
of our families and wider community.
We are looking forward to members of our
student Chaplaincy Team meeting Bishop Declan
on 28 November.

CAFOD – Generosity Assemblies
As part of the chaplaincy team, I took part in
last week’s Key Stage 3 and 4 assemblies. My
friend Lola Funsho created a brilliant interactive
assembly based upon the theme of Generosity.
She asked Y11 drama students Will Toogood,
Henry Firth, Jarlath Lawrence and Conlan Mann,
as well as sixth form students Caitlin O’Leary and
Bernadette Barrett to take part in a drama to
illustrate the importance of respecting everyone
regardless of what they have. Lola worked really
hard, and gave up a lot of her time to raise
awareness not only about the importance of
generosity, but also CAFOD and Family Fast Day.

This year we have a lot of new volunteers which
is fantastic, I hope they continue to visit and
enjoy it as much as I do.

It was a great opportunity, and I felt that because
the assembly was presented by the Sixth Form
and Year 11, it had a greater impact and students
could relate to Lola’s message more.

Fabiola De Souza

Georgina Squires
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Chaplaincy News

Faith in Action
During the summer holiday
I, Omolola Funsho and
Harmony Gonsalves had
the opportunity to attend
the first youth faith in action
retreat; which was held in
Savio House, Macclesfield,
for a week.
It was an amazing experience,
it helped me to strengthen and
deepen my faith, become more
confident when speaking to
adults, learning to make friends.
I am so fortunate to have had the
opportunity of meeting James
and the other leaders, who ran

the programme, and all the other
lovely students who participated
in it.
We had several sessions where
we learnt about various charities
and organisations that try to
put your faith and their faith into
action, for example I found out
that Cafod and Fair-trade who
strive to provide both short and
long term service so that the
people have sustainable means
to providing for themselves. The
sessions that we attended were
short and sweet, and also very
very informative. For example I
learnt that the saying “turn the

other cheek” does not actually
mean that we should ignore
the situation but that we should
find creative, non-violent ways
of resolving the situation. The
sessions changed the way I
looked at the world, and gave me
more ideas on how to improve it.
Another thing I loved about the
week was that I and many of the
other students were made aware
of the various activities that are
available for Christian youths for
example “flame”; the festival. As
well as just giving up their time
to be with us, every single one of
the leaders was very supportive
about the ideas we had and were
willing to assist in any way they
could.
Omolola Funsho

Sixth Form Conference,
Tortworth Court
On Monday 6 October 2014, six others and I from
Sixth Form attended a Conference at Tortworth
Court Hotel. We participated in a range of activities,
which involved debating between groups and a
great amount of team work. This experience was
memorable because everyone got involved; all
schools in the diocese worked well together and
were very cheerful and supportive. Tortworth Court
hotel was luxurious, the food was delicious and the
staff were attentive. Overall the visit was successful
as the day provided the sixth formers who went,
with an experience which has given each of them
confidence to apply themselves to new things,
and not feel afraid. The speakers/hosts were very
impressed with our contributions to the day.
Kisanna Satchwell

G AND T Register Update
There has been a fantastic response to the letters
that went home to pupils on the G AND T Register.
On the G AND T Register, we have three categories
of G AND T:
1. G AND T Numeracy pupils are good at Maths,
Science, Engineering or similar
2. G AND T Literacy pupils are good at English,
Humanities, RE or similar
3. G AND T Creative pupils are good at Art, Drama,
Music, PE or similar
Pupils can be identified in any or all categories,
and all their class teachers and teachers across the
school will then be aware of their talents and can
use this information in planning lessons
and extra-curricular activities. If you
have any questions, please email
Mr Davies (G AND T Co-ordinator)
on mdavies@stjosephscollege.net
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College Life

ADT News
It’s been a good start to the
year in ADT, Year 7 are getting
on with still life drawing in Art
and in Technology are either
studying Breakfast, Racing Yachts
or making family inspired pop
ups. Numeracy is a focus at the
start of KS3 with Year 8 looking
at Perspective and Year 9 the
scientific proportions of the face.
Within Technology the projects
of lunch, pizza/cake cutters and
board games provide lots of
opportunities for measuring,
weighing and equations.

and feel costumes from next
year’s pantomime, Joseph and
his Technicolour Dreamcoat.
Key Stage 5 Art students
are making the most of their
dedicated sixth form space
and benefit from visits early in
the course to explore various
environments and art works.

Photographers look forward to
a visit to Lacock where the Fox
Talbot museum is dedicated
to the invention of the positive/
negative process. Textiles, Graphic
Communications and Engineering
students are continuing to work
hard on their projects.

GCSE courses are underway
and with Year 10 looking at their
favourite things using drawing
and photography to record their
findings. Engineers looking at
producing designs to problems
and Resistant Materials are
looking forward to using the
wood lathe. Textiles students
benefited from a visit from the
Wyvern where they got to see

Outreach Work in
India by students and
friends of St. Joseph’s
Head boy Laurence Rees, our
Chaplain Julia, Mrs Croft, exstudents, Jack Donovan, Regina
Bell, Ben Aldridge and David
Bannon as well as Mrs Wiltshire
and her whole family, completed
an outreach project with LDWP
this summer. Travelling to Tamil
Nadu in India for three weeks the
group helped to build classroom,
visited schools and witnessed
how lives can be changed by
education. The Lasallian Brothers
who run and teach in schools
around the world help children
who maybe orphaned or poor to
gain an education and better life
chances. Whilst we were there,
we also got a chance to paint the
hostel boys’ sleeping room where
100 boys share a floor to sleep.
The team would like to thank
everyone who contributed to the
project, staff and students. We
will be raising some more money

for chairs and desks for these
classrooms so if you would like to
see how you can help please see
Mrs Wiltshire or Mrs Croft. Anyone
interested in next year’s outreach
project to India from Year 12
upwards can get information
from Mrs Croft in the front office.
11 of us in total went to India. We
stayed for 19 days and over these
19 days we managed to build
three new classrooms for the
children and painted the room
where the orphaned children
sleep. We stayed in a house
that was a street away from the
school we were working at. The
school was a De la Salle school in
the state of Tuticorin was run by
a group of De la Salle brothers
who looked after the orphans and
also taught in the classrooms. We
had a chance to go into lessons
and take part in teaching and
helping the children. Every lunch
we joined in with games with
the children and they taught us
the traditional Indian game of
Kabadi.

We also managed to go around
the local area meeting local
people, getting a real taste
of Indian culture by travelling
to Hindu temples and sacred
places. We also visited other De
la Salle schools in the local area
and seeing how projects that
have been done before have
affected the schools and what
else has been done since the last
project. Overall we managed to
accomplish more than we had
intended on doing and it was the
best experience of my life, I would
highly recommend people to
take part in projects like this. Also
a very big thank you to all who
donated towards this project so
that it could take place!
Lawrence Rees

Music News

Instrumental Lessons in Schools
In June a group of students from St. Joseph’s
visited all our partner Primary schools. The
purpose of the visit was to promote instrumental
lessons in schools.
The students had a great time showing their
musical talents and each school gave us a great
welcome!
On July 8th we held a Music Taster Evening in
association with Swindon Music Co-Operative.
The students from our Partner Primary Schools
and the KS3 students from St. Joseph’s were
invited to come along and try the instruments.
Hopefully we will start a new generation of
musicians coming through.
Here are some quotations from the students who
took part:

“I really enjoyed the Roadshow with the Primary
school students because it gave the children the
opportunity to take up a new skill which could
help them in the future and even shape their
career. I believe all young children should be
given these opportunities to open their minds to
other ideas as early as possible.” Luc Howell
“It was a great opportunity for me to improve my
confidence and improve my grade pieces. I am
glad I was able to get people to play the trumpet
as well.” Owen Lee
“I very much enjoyed Thursday 26th June
Roadshow. It was very interesting and very good
fun. I also enjoyed spending time teaching other
children something I am very much involved with.”
Ethan Scanlon

“I thought that the visit to the Primary Schools
was a very good idea, as it was interesting,
inspiring, fun and educational. Not just for the
Primary children but for us to.” Estelle Cobbson

ST. JOSEPH’S
MUSIC FESTIVAL
2014
Congratulations to the
following students who
were the overall winners
in each year.
Year 7

Maximo Lopes

Year 8 Estelle Cobbson
Year 9 Leahann Horgan
Year 10 Sally Rudd
and Henry Firth
Year 12 Jordan Isgin
All students received a
trophy and 50 house points.

The Val Young Cup for Outstanding
Commitment to Music 2013-14
The winner for this year was Luc Howell – Well done!
Your dedication and commitment to music in College over the last
few years has shone through and you are a deserving winner.
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Subject News

Year Six Open Day Food Technology
Providing food based activities is always popular with the young
children and parents that visit us on Year 6 Open Evening.
This could not be as successful if it wasn’t for the volunteers that
work so hard to make it a very enjoyable evening for everyone
A big thank you to my volunteers!
Mrs Curran

Thank you to 9M Food Technology
students who contributed hundreds of
colourful cupcakes, and helped raise an
amazing £1000 for Macmillan coffee
morning on the 26th September.
Mrs Curran

Mathematics
Challenge
Between the 22nd and 26th
September a group of 25 Year
7 students took part in a week
long numeracy workshop with
an outside team of specialists
to boost their confidence in
Maths. During the five days
they worked through projects
and competitions designed to
reinforce their understanding of
key concepts.
The five specialists who worked
with the students were very
impressed with their excellent
behaviour, determination
and enthusiasm. The Year 7s
were described as a “pleasure
to work with.” The students
enjoyed the programme and
now look forward to putting
the skills they have learned into
practice in their Maths lessons.

Uniform Pop up Shop
There will be another uniform pop up
on 14th January 2015 in the Sports Hall.

Year 11 Drama
The Year 11 Drama Students are
working particularly hard this
term in preparation for the AntiBullying Week, commencing 17th
November 2014.
As part of their practical
examination they will be
performing plays and devised
pieces based on bullying to all
the Year 8 and Year 9 students.
This is a very sensitive subject for
students, and the performances
will not only show the impact
bullying can have on individuals,
but will encourage their target
audience to always tell others
and seek help.
The performances will take place
on the 18th and 20th November
under the supervision of Mrs
Mobey and Mr English.

Year 11 attended the Safe Drive
Stay Alive presentation at
Greenbridge Cinema on the
24th September. Safe Drive
Stay Alive is a Wiltshire and
Swindon road safety initiative
coordinated by Wiltshire Fire
and Rescue Service on behalf of

commencing

17th November 2014

Mr Stoten

Safe Drive, Stay Alive

Anti-Bullying
Week

a partnership including Wiltshire
Police, Wiltshire Council, Swindon
Borough Council, SWIFT Medics
and Swindon-based fleet
management company Arval.
The presentation seeks to provide
an educational experience
that teaches young people
not only the dangers but also

the consequences of poor and
dangerous driving. A video
reconstruction of a road traffic
collision links with on-stage
personal testimonies to leave the
audience fully aware of both their
vulnerability and accountability
as new drivers.
Meryl Fernandes
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Education and Values

Education and values in St. Joseph’s
As a Catholic College we take the
education of the whole person
very seriously. We want our young
people to develop academically,
physically and spiritually in a
nurturing environment.
The Catholic Education Service
(CES) recently described the
work of our schools as follows
“Catholic schools are a place
where pupils come together to
learn about faith in an open and
informative way to question and
form their own understandings of
their faith. Catholic schools exist to
provide high academic standards
and the formation of the whole
person. They are not places of
indoctrination or proselytization.”
In this context we have developed
an approach to teaching values
which is delivered through
the formal curriculum, in tutor
groups, collective worship and
chaplaincy. In every subject there
are opportunities to explore wider
meanings and values. Teachers
are encouraged to allow time for
these themes to be developed
within lessons wherever possible.
The curriculum time and status
given to Religious Education is a
statement of our commitment
to educating young people in
values. We also have our daily
assemblies/ acts of worship and
have allocated a half hour each day
to tutor time. In this way we aim to
support students in promoting their
spiritual, moral, cultural, mental and
physical development in school and
society. Above all we have a duty
to safeguard children by ensuring
they are safe and feel safe.
Safeguarding can involve:
(Ofsted Inspecting safeguarding in
maintained schools and academies
July 2014)
• Bullying, including cyberbullying
(by text message, on social
networking sites, and so on) and
prejudice-based bullying
• Racist, disability, and
homophobic or transphobic
abuse
• Radicalisation and extremist
behaviour

• Child exploitation
• Sexting
• Issues that may be specific to
a local area or population, for
example gang activity and youth
violence
Particular issues affecting children
including domestic violence,
sexual exploitation, female genital
mutilation and forced marriages.
Our Year group assemblies / acts
of collective worship are held once
a week for each year group as
timetabled. We have a themed
approach to each week which
explores specific values and how
they can be lived in the modern
world. In term one for example
we look at the following: New
Beginnings, Community, Peace,
Leadership, Generosity, Friendship
Sharing and Justice. In each case
we attempt to examine what these
values mean in British society today.
Underpinning our assemblies/
acts of collective worship is a
philosophical and theological
approach which seeks to develop
the common good.
In 1996 the Catholic Bishops of
England and Wales issued a
document entitled The Common
Good. They said “in the spirit of
good citizenship all members of
the Catholic Church must accept
their full share of responsibility for
the welfare of society. We should
regard the discharge of those
responsibilities as no less important
than fulfilling our religious duties
and indeed as part of them.”
In this context our assemblies/ acts
of collective worship are informed
by scripture, church teaching,
respect for the rule of law and
democracy in Britain. We make no
apologies for explicitly expounding
what some may call traditional
values which call upon us as a
community to Respect ourselves,
Respect others and Respect our
environment.
The Citizenship and Life skills
programme of study delivered
in tutor time helps to provide
students with an understanding of

the political, legal and economic
function of an adult society and
to develop a social and moral
awareness. It is about enabling
people to reflect critically on issues
in society and have the knowledge
to make a difference for themselves
and their communities locally and
globally.
Life skills incorporates the Personal
Social and Health Education (PSHE)
programme of study that ensures
that young people acquire the
knowledge, understanding and
skills they need to manage their
lives, now and in the future. This
will include work on anti bullying,
keeping safe on the internet, sex
and relationships education, drugs,
physical and mental health, social
and economic wellbeing, careers
and community cohesion.
Citizenship and Life Skills will also
incorporate:
• Student Voice
• House activities,
competitions, etc
• Chaplaincy
• Charity initiatives
• Tutor responsibilities
Our Chaplaincy Team aims to
be distinctive and inclusive. We
will encourage students who are
celebrating the joys and hopes
of being young and foster their
deepening sense of their own
self-worth. An essential feature
of Chaplaincy in St. Joseph’s is
relationships based on gospel
values, relationships that are
built on respect for each person
as being created by God, thus
helping to build a “Witnessing
Community”. Events such as
retreats and religious services
offer opportunities for us to focus
on these values.
We want our students to leave
our college with good academic
qualifications, resilient young
people who are spirituality and
morally responsible for the
consequences of their decisions
on the lives of others.
Paul Hughes

10

Trips News

St. Joseph’s Battlefields
Centenary Tour
As dawn broke on the 26th
September 39 students from
Years 8-13, along with four
members of staff, boarded
a coach and headed off for
a weekend in France and
Belgium.
On arrival in France the group’s
first stop was a visit to the
‘Operation Overlord’ museum and
a stroll along the beach, on which
the students were encouraged to
think about the events which had
taken place on the beach in May
1940, as well as stretching their
legs and enjoying the sand (and
even a bit of paddling for a few)
after the long trip. This was the
only aspect of the trip to focus on
World War Two.
Day two saw a hugely intense
itinerary, with a short walk to
the Messines Ridge cemetery
after breakfast, before we all
climbed back on the coach to
begin our battlefields visits. The
first stop was in the beautiful
surroundings of the Island of
Ireland Peace Park, dedicated to
the soldiers of Ireland, who died,
were wounded or missing in the
Great War, and this was followed
by a visit to the Sanctuary Wood
(Hill 60) Museum. Many of the
students donned their wellies and
walking boots at this point as they
explored the muddy and wet
preserved tunnels and trenches
of 1915.
Another short journey on the
coach took us to the New
Buttes and Polygon Wood
cemeteries, followed by a trip
to the Passchendaele Park and
Museum, where a picnic by the
lake allowed students to relax,
before setting off for the biggest
British war cemetery in the
world at Tynecot. Standing at
the Tynecot monument, with the

sun streaming
down, gave
all of the
students time
to reflect on
the sacrifices
made by the
dead and
missing from
the battle of Passchendaele
which they had learned about
previously in the museum.
The highlight of the day came on
the Saturday evening when the
whole group attended the daily
act of homage to remember the
dead at the Menin Gate at Ypres.
Many of the students found this
particularly moving as the bugler
played the Last Post and the
marching bands played patriotic
tunes of the time. St. Joseph’s
was represented extremely well
in the wreath laying section of the
ceremony by Ania Young, Joanna
Vickers and Jennifer Jurga, three
sixth form students who had
accompanied us on the trip (see
photo above).
The final day of the battlefields
tour begun with a visit to the
centre of Ypres, with a day time
visit to the Menin Gate, the
Flanders Fields museum and the
delights of the chocolate. By 3pm
we had arrived at Vimy Ridge,
scene of the Canadian fight to
hold the frontline in 1917, and the
students got the opportunity
to have a guided tour of the
concrete tunnels and trenches.
The battlefields tour ended with
a group of very exhausted (and
much quieter!) students arriving
back at St. Joseph’s at midnight.
The Humanities Department
would like to thank all of the
students who participated in this
centenary visit to the battlefield
sites and represented St. Joseph’s
so well during the weekend.

For anyone who is interested
in future planned history
department trips to Rome/
Pompeii (Easter 2015) and
Germany/Poland (July 2015),
Please see your History teachers
or the front office for a letter.
A few memories from students
who attended the tour:
“I thought the trip was incredible,
with our visits to sites such as
the Menin Gate and various
memorials. The school even
helped me to find my cousin
thrice removed (R.R.Henstridge)
and a boy’s grave who was only
14 years old when he died. It was
such a great trip that my family
want to go at Christmas.”
John Toop-Rose
“My favourite part of the trip
was visiting the cemeteries and
considering the age of some of
the young men who fought and
died. It was really surprising to
see the huge numbers of people
buried there. I also enjoyed going
into the muddy trenches, and
visiting the chocolate shops in
Ypres.”
Ellie Brown
“The Battlefield trip was a
poignant reminder of the
staggering loss of life in WWI.
To be able to go into the trenches
and imagine what it could have
been like for the soldiers, brought
my history lessons to life. Sadly
WWI has not been the ‘war to
end all wars’.”
Joanna Vickers

Duke of Edinburgh and Sports News

Sports News
St. Joseph’s Netball
We have had a fantastic turn
out for netball this year, with
a mixture of Year 7, 8 and 9
turning up to improve their
netball skills. This great turn
out is proving successful
as both our Year 7 and 8
team have been successful
in winning matches. Netball
Training is on a Wednesday
3-4pm everyone is welcome!
Year 7
For their first match, the Year
7 netball team were away
to Swindon Academy. The
team were very well behaved
and represented the college
excellently. The game was
very close but the team were
motivated and determined
to get the win. They worked
hard and supported each
other and were successful in
winning 6-5. Well done!!

Duke of Edinburgh
Award

the silver final expedition was a
great experience with a sense of
achievement! Emily Picton

Congratulations to the 27 Year
11 Silver Award students who
passed their expedition section
at the end of September in
Dartmoor and the 10 Year 13 Gold
award students who completed
their practice expedition!

During my Silver expedition, I
had such an enjoyable time and
felt so privileged to be able to
take part! I had so much fun even
though it required a lot of effort
and I felt so proud of myself
when me and my group finished.
I become friends with people I
would never have mixed with
before. I enjoyed all aspects like
the walking, camping and most
of all the teamwork and all of the
laughs we had along the way. It
was an amazing experience and
I enjoyed every minute of it. It
made me realise how physically
fit I am and how much I take
things at home for granted.
Thank you to all the teachers and
people at Ocean Rock, I would
encourage everyone to take part.
Roll on Gold!! Alana Kahan

On Saturday the 20th of
September we started our silver
Duke of Edinburgh expedition
final in Dartmoor. We walked
for about seven hours each
day. The first night of camping
was a wild camp, where we
had no facilities such as water
and toilets. The second night
of camping we walked to our
second campsite where we
were treated to toilets, showers
and running water. The weather
on the expedition was very hot
and this made the expedition
more enjoyable. On the whole,

Year 8
The Year 8 netball team
have had two games this
season. Their first game was
against Swindon Academy
which they unfortunately
lost 3-1. Everyone in the
team worked hard but there
were some improvements
to be made. Everyone
turned up to training and the
improvement was clear to
see in their second match
against Churchfields. With
some excellent passing and
shooting from the team they
were successful and won 18-0.
Huge congratulations to the
entire team and especially
the player of the match Erin
Robinson.

WE WANT YOUR USED INSTRUMENTS!
Do you have instruments stored in the garage, the shed, the loft or
gathering dust in the corner of a room? If so, please donate them to the
Music Department at St. Joseph’s. We would love to give all students
who cannot afford to buy an instrument the opportunity to learn.

CAN YOU HELP US KEEP MUSIC
LIVE IN OUR COLLEGE?
Please contact Mrs Cooke via email
mcooke@stjosephscollege.net
or leave a message and contact
number with Reception.
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Post Sixteen

DESTINATIONS
Daniel Bright
Chemistry – New College, Oxford
Sean Mortimer
Maths - Liverpool
Gavin Cowie
Aeronautical and Aerospace Engineering
Ben Aldridge
Kintbury Retreat – Volunteer
Caitlin Wood
Acting – Arts University, Bournemouth
Connor Wetherall
Apprenticeship with BMW
Dale Nunes
Medicine (5 years) – Southampton
Elizabeth Webb
Art Foundation – Swindon College
Melisha Rodrigues
Business Management – Coventry
Ryan Perkins
PPE – Royal Holloway
Flavia Seferi
Law - Portsmouth
Kaona Boam
English Literature, Gloucester
Nigel Da Cruz
Physics with Astronomy - Surrey
Ashvin Boby
Mechanical Engineering - Loughborough
Sasha Machado
Anthropology & Media - Goldsmiths
Adam John
History & Politics - Reading

