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MESSAGE FROM THE PRINCIPAL
It does not seem that long since our March newsletter yet a great
deal has been happening at St. Joseph’s.
Over the Easter holiday we had a
great response from our students
to the revision sessions that many
departments offered. I am very
grateful to those teachers who
gave of their holiday time to help
our students in the run up to their
examinations. Mrs Bailey has
worked very hard to put a special
revision timetable together for
our Year 11 students which will
allow them to have the best
opportunity for focused revision
sessions prior to the exams. It is a
very important time for both Year
11 and Sixth Form students facing
public examinations and we pray
that all these efforts to support
them will lead to their achieving
their full potential.
On the 1st May we celebrated
the feast of our patron St
Joseph the Worker. The
Chaplaincy team organised
a special event in the chapel
where the work of our students
was celebrated. We also held
a non-uniform day in response
to the disaster in Nepal which
raised £1200 for the Disaster
Emergency Fund. In charity
events I am always heartened
by the response our community
shows to others in need.

CONNECT
WITH US!

Around this time last year we
introduced our new uniform
which has been a great success.
The majority of students wear
their uniform smartly and with
pride. We do have a minority
of students who don’t meet
the standard and I would ask
parents and carers to support
us in ensuring students are in the
correct uniform.
I recently received a letter from
the Chief Inspector of Schools,
Sir Michael Wilshaw in which he
praises the ‘swift and significant
improvements in the College’.
I will place the full text of the letter
on our website.
I write this piece for our
newsletter having just walked
around the College. There are
a group of staff and students in
the café preparing for their Duke
of Edinburgh Silver and Bronze
awards while in the hall we have
a large group participating in the
Maths Challenge. At the same
time there is a calm focused
atmosphere in lessons where
very good teaching and learning
is taking place as normal. In the
Curriculum Support area I saw
our teaching assistants working
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with extraordinary patience in
support of some learners with
special needs. Our pastoral staff
sorting out a range of issues and
problems, support staff making
sure the day runs smoothly. After
College today there will be a
number of revision and catch-up
sessions and a sports fixture.
I am, as ever, grateful to all our
staff for enabling our students
to have access to such a
breadth of opportunity and to
the students themselves for
their positive responses.
Paul Hughes, Principal
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Dates for
your Diary
22 College Closes to
MAY

Students

22 Year 11 Leavers Mass
MAY
22 Year 11 Study Leave
MAY

1

JUN

Commences

College Reopens to
Students

19 DofE Silver Practice

SCHOOLBASE PARENT PORTAL
We are very pleased approximately
75% of parents now have access
to Parent Portal. The amount of
data and information available
to parents will increase over the
coming months and we hope that
this information will prove useful and
informative. This includes Timetable,
Rewards and Sanctions, Exam
Timetable, College Calendar etc.

We are aiming that next year as
many reviews as possible will be online (paperless). Can you therefore
make every effort to bring some ID
into College to get registered.
Any questions, please do
not hesitate to get in touch:
schoolbase@stjosephscollege.net

Italian Exchange

JUN

20 DofE Bronze Final
JUN
22 UCAS Parents

JUN

Information Evening

25 DofE Awards Evening

JUN

26 Year 11 Prom

JUN

2

JUL

3

JUL

Year 6 Induction
Year 13 Prom

6 Activities Week

JUL

13 Activities Week

JUL

14 Gifted and

JUL

Talented Evening

22 College closes
JUL

to Students

Change of
Address or
Telephone
Number
If you move house, or update your
telephone number, please can you
ensure you notify the College as
soon as possible. Many thanks for
your co-operation.

The Italian exchange was a great experience to take part in as it is lots of
fun; you get to visit beautiful places, meet new people and improve your
language skills.
While we were in Italy we visited Florence and the art galleries there and
we also visited Siena, San Gimingano and Pisa. The family that I stayed
with were very welcoming and kind and made me feel at ease and I have
become close friends with my partner. The food is always great and I was
able to try new dishes, traditional to the area. It is very interesting to see the
school and how they are taught in comparison to us.
Amy Lloyd

Before and After College
We have seen an increase in students arriving on site early
in the morning. Students should arrive in College between
8.00am and 8.20am. Please note that there is no-one to
supervise students if they arrive before this time.
Students who remain at the College after 3.00pm who are
not attending an enrichment or lesson MUST report to the ILC.
They should not be around the College in family areas, the
Street or other areas.

College Life

Art and Design Exams
Over 60 Year 11 Art
and Design Students
have just completed
their exams, marking
the end of their
GCSE course.
Students have worked hard
to create a wonderful array
of creative and personal outcomes over the course of a two day exam.
However, their efforts during their ten hour exam are eclipsed by the quantity
and quality of their development during the preceding eight weeks.
For many, Art and Design marks the conclusion of their first GCSE course
and they should take pride and confidence from this ahead of their other
exams. Class time is now dedicated to revision in other subjects to help
support them ahead of their remaining GCSEs.

Well done to all of our students!

Studland and Swanage
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Female
Football

Development
Tournament
Well done to
the KS4 girls
who were
unbeaten in
the recent
Female
Football
Development
Tournament
at Dorcan playing against teams
from across Wiltshire.
We have been fortunate to receive
regular coaching from STFC Football
in the Community team. We are
already looking forward to our
next tournament in the Summer.

Pre-Teaching

On Monday 13th April, the Year 12 Geographers spent
the day at the seaside visiting Studland and Swanage.
The weather was fantastic and allowed everyone to get stuck into
measuring sand dunes and counting waves. After the sand dunes
had been surveyed we travelled down the coast to Swanage, just
in time for fish and chips for lunch. In Swanage we looked at the
types of shops and did surveys of pedestrians, traffic and land use.
Interviewing local people about their views on tourism and how the
area has changed over time.
We returned home rosy cheeked, with some interesting tan lines.
The trip was an important part of the AS exam course, showing that
students can design and carry out real field work. Putting in to practice
classroom skills is an essential part of geography at St. Joseph’s. We
wish our students the best of luck in their upcoming exams. I hope
they are better at exams than they are at skimming stones.

During the academic
year, alongside our
Cope Level 3 Pre
Teaching Programme,
we have been reading
with a selection of Year
7 students to provide
them additional support.
We each work with the children
twice a week, reading with them
and developing their skills. In
addition to reading a wide variety
of books, we complete language
skill based activities with the
students such as word searches,
and games such as hangman and
the word association game that
help them progress.
Both the children and us have
enjoyed developing their reading
skills together and it has been very
successful.
Daniela Ings and Francesca Sutton

Subject News
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POETRY

Flexible Pathway Extreme Trip

SLAM AT

All Flexible Pathway
students, took part in a one
night, two day camp with
Ocean Rock Adventure.

WARNEFORD
On the Tuesday that
we returned to
St. Joseph’s after
Easter a group of Year
8’s went on a trip to
Warneford School to
participate in a poetry
workshop to prepare
us for the Year 8
Poetry competition,
The Poetry Slam.
The workshop was led by a
poet called Sarah-Jane Arbury
who inspired us to write our own
poems. All of the poems written by
the students of St. Joseph’s and
Warneford alike were very good
and the competition was fierce,
however not all the teams got
through. Two of the three teams
from St. Joseph’s advanced to the
next round but it was very close.

The day was creative and
fun. We all wish we could
do it all over again.

This camping trip will lead us
to completing our final Key Skill
which is working with others.
In preparation for our trip and
during our lessons, we have been
training on camping skills, packing
rucksacks, team work, cooking
with trangias, map reading,
countryside code and first aid.
On 30th April we came into College
really excited for our adventures.
The first thing we did was get
into our teams and collect the
equipment we needed from Mrs
Hall. Then we packed our rucksacks
ready for our two day adventure.
We camped on the Ridgeway
outside of Wantage. The coach
journey was full of singing, joy and
excitement for the days ahead
with good team spirit. We arrived
late to our destination because of
traffic but we still had time for each
group to do that day’s activities.
On Day One all teams took part
in crate stacking, orienteering and
zip wire. These required excellent
team work which every team
demonstrated.

Duke of Edinburgh
67 Bronze Award students
took to the Ridgeway on the
weekend of 9th/10th May for
their Practice Expedition.

25-30km, they completed this
practice. They will now start to
prepare for their final expedition
which is in the Mendips in June.

They have been training in their
teams since November and
this saw all this hard work put
into practice. After two days
of walking, and covering about

Duke of Edinburgh was an amazing
experience, but also a great
challenge! We set out at around
11am Saturday morning, ready to
walk across the scenic Ridgeway.

All the groups taking part in the
Flexible Pathway Extreme Trip
went on a night hike together with
the leaders which meant everyone
got to see the fantastic sunset that
night. As the sun went down so did
the temperature.
On the second day we
disassembled our tents and cooked
our breakfast on our trangia’s and
most of the teams had Wayfarers
food which was really good for
trips like this. That day we did
team building, slack line and
monkey holds (tree climbing.)
We returned to college, still full of
joy and excitement from the past
hours of activities. Overall, the
trip was an absolutely amazing
experience.
Ann Gitau and Grace Dabner

The sun was out and everyone was
in good spirits. Our team walked for
hours across fields, up hills and past
a lot of wildlife and farm animals. At
times we stopped and took pictures
of the amazing views. In my group
‘The Sassy Sisters’, the time we had
to pull together was around 4:30pm
when our shoulders ached and our
feet rubbed, but finally at 8pm we
made it to the camp. After putting
up our tent and cooking our dinner
on a trangia, we went to sleep.

Subject News

A Musical Sensation
We are very pleased to
announce the amazing
achievement of Omlola
(Lola) Funsho, one of our
current Year 12 students.
Lola achieved a 100%
Distinction in her recent
Popular Music Vocal
Recital, Grade 6 Exam, an
almost unprecedented
level of marks.
Lola has lessons as part of the
Music Inclusion Project, funded
by Youth Music and The Swindon
Music Hub. Tuition is provided by Swindon Music Co-operative who visit
the College weekly. Lola was nominated for the programme by Mrs Cooke
at St. Joseph’s. Funding is limited and students need to be committed to
the programme if accepted.
Lola has a natural, distinctive tone to her voice and this is developed and
nurtured by her weekly tutoring sessions. Lola is also proving to be a
creative actress and has taken part in many College productions including
Joseph and his Amazing Technicolor Coat and Hairspray. She has
continually shown her musical ability and in Year 10 won the Outstanding
commitment to Music Award.
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Gifted and
Talented Maths
The Maths Department
has been a busy as ever,
giving its Year 7 and 8
students opportunities to
show what they can do.
In the last few weeks, 20
students took part in the
individual Junior Maths
Challenge, with the results
being returned in a few
weeks’ time, and then 3
groups from the same year
competed against schools
from across Swindon in the
most recent round of the
Swindon Maths League.
The St. Joseph’s Year 8
team came 4th out of 15,
earning us valuable points
for the Swindon Maths
League table.

As well as being an exceptional singer, Lola is a dedicated student at St.
Joseph’s and a contributing member of the College community. She is
currently Sixth Form Head Girl and plays an active part in the CAFOD
student team, attending regular meetings and seminars. Lola currently
studies A Level Physics, Chemistry, Biology and Maths.

Lola is a credit to the Sixth Form and St. Joseph’s Catholic
College and an inspiration to students in the lower years.
We are extremely proud of her achievement.
The next day, with little sleep, we began
walking again, some groups faster than
others; we met teachers along the way
at check points, checking our maps we
headed on towards the red barn in the
distance. The barn was our finish line
and at 2:30pm our seemingly never
ending walk ended!

I am really looking forward
to the final in June!
Hannah Gaffney

Knights of St Columbia
Thank you to Year 8 students
for their contribution to the
Knights of St Columbia Art
and Prayer competition.
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Citizenship, Life Skills & Safeguarding

CITIZENSHIP, LIFE SKILLS & SAFEGUARDING
We want our children to grow up to be responsible, resilient and independent adults.
St. Joseph’s has an important role to play in teaching the skills and capabilities
children need for life, not just for their time in education. Citizenship and Life Skills
sessions are held every day by students’ tutors. This time enables students to
explore contemporary issues locally, national and globally and to develop skills that
prepare them for life in modern Britain.
Through the curriculum, pastoral support, chaplaincy
and information advice and guidance we aim to:

Support students in their spiritual, moral and
cultural development to prepare them for the
opportunities, responsibilities and experiences
of later life;
Enable students to devote time to exploring
the values of St. Joseph’s Catholic College and
Britain and to understand their importance;
Safeguard children by ensuring they are safe
and feel safe.
Our Citizenship programme helps to provide students
with an understanding of the political, legal and
economic function of an adult society and to develop
a social and moral awareness. It is about enabling
students to reflect critically on issues in society and have
the knowledge to make a difference for themselves and
their communities locally and globally.
We encourage our students’ awareness of their roles
as global citizens in various ways including through
our support of charities. During Charity Week, tutor
groups raised hundreds of pounds by organising cake
sales or other initiatives. On Family Fast Day we raised
money for CAFOD and the Easter food hampers were
really appreciated by all the recipients. The recent
non-uniform day, that students requested, raised over
£1000 for the earthquake in Nepal. Thank you for all the
support you give your children with these events.

If you wish to contact the College regarding
any Safeguarding issue, you can address
your questions to one of the following:
DESIGNATED SAFEGUARDING LEAD (DSL)
Mrs Kathryn Sanders
DEPUTY DESIGNATED SAFEGUARDING LEAD
Mrs Liz Vincent
DEPUTY DESIGNATED SAFEGUARDING LEAD
Ms Krys Belzko
For further information about Safeguarding, please
consult our Policies section on the College Website.

OUR SAFEGUARDING RESPONSIBILITIES
Safeguarding is everyone’s responsibility and for
children to learn and develop as individuals they need
to feel safe. Life skills incorporates the Personal Social
and Health Education (PSHE) programme of study that
ensures that young people acquire the knowledge,
understanding and skills they need to manage their
lives, now and in the future. This includes work on
anti-bullying, keeping safe on the Internet, sex and
relationships education, drugs, physical and mental
health, social and economic wellbeing, careers and
community cohesion.

This year, in addition to the work with tutors,
we have had outside speakers and plays on a
range of safeguarding issues, these include:

Year 7
Year 7 have had talk by the Swindon Borough
Council Road safety officer and a hilarious
presentation that covered the important issues
of road safety, health and fitness, climate
change, environmental issues, and the benefits
of sustainable travel.

Year 8
Year 8 watched the play ‘Chelsea’s Choice’
which is an innovative and powerful production
highlighting the very serious and emotional
issue of child sexual exploitation.

Year 9
Year 9 had a day where they watched the play
‘Last Orders’ which covers alcohol, health & the
law and this was followed by workshops on
drugs from U-Turn, healthy relationships from
Women’s Aid and emotional well-being from
the Samaritans.

Year 10 and 11
Year 10 & 11 have had a talk by Women’s Aid on
healthy relationships and the support they provide.

Citizenship, Life Skills & Safeguarding

New technology and the internet provides a wide range of opportunities for learning and
fun; but, if we are to safeguard our children, we need to be vigilant to the risks posed to
children from inappropriate material and contact. For more information on keeping children
safe online can be found on the ‘ThinkUKnow’ website www.thinkuknow.co.uk/parents their
‘Top Tips’ for Secondary School parents are:
BE INVOLVED IN YOUR CHILD’S ONLINE LIFE. For many of today’s young people there is no line
between the online and offline worlds. Young people use the internet to socialise and grow and, just as
you guide and support them offline, you should be there for them online too. Talk to them about what
they’re doing if they know you understand, they are more likely to approach you if they need support.
WATCH THINKUKNOW FILMS TO LEARN MORE. The Thinkuknow programme has films and advice
for children from five all the way to 16. Your child may have seen these at school, but they can also be a
good tool for you to find out more about what young people do online and some of the potential risks.
KEEP UP-TO-DATE WITH YOUR CHILD’S DEVELOPMENT ONLINE. Be inquisitive and interested in the
new gadgets and sites that your child is using. It’s important that as your child learns more, so do you.
SET BOUNDARIES IN THE ONLINE WORLD JUST AS YOU WOULD IN THE REAL WORLD. Think about
what they might see, what they share, who they talk to and how long they spend online. It is important
to continue to discuss boundaries so that they evolve as your child’s use of technology does.
KNOW WHAT CONNECTS TO THE INTERNET AND HOW. Nowadays even the TV connects to the
internet. Your child will use all sorts of devices and gadgets; make sure you’re aware of which ones can
connect to the internet, such as their phone or games console. Also, find out how they are accessing
the internet – is it your connection or a neighbour’s Wifi? This will affect whether your safety settings
are being applied.
CONSIDER THE USE OF PARENTAL CONTROLS ON DEVICES that link to the internet, such as the TV,
laptops, computers, games consoles and mobile phones. Parental controls are not just about locking
and blocking, they are a tool to help you set appropriate boundaries as your child grows and develops.
They are not the answer to your child’s online safety, but they are a good start and are not as difficult
to install as you might think. Service providers are working hard to make them simple, effective and
user friendly. Find your service provider and learn how to set your controls
EMPHASISE THAT NOT EVERYONE IS WHO THEY SAY THEY ARE. Make sure your child knows never
to meet up with someone they only know online. People might not always be who they say they are.
Make sure your child understands that they should never meet up with anyone they only know online
without taking a trusted adult with them.
KNOW WHAT TO DO IF SOMETHING GOES WRONG. Just as in the offline world, you want to help
your child when they need it. Therefore, it is important to know when and how to report any problem.
What tools are there to help me keep my child safe
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English Prayer Students celebrate achievements
Guide and support our Year 11
students as they take their English
examinations. We ask you to send
the gift of the Holy Spirit upon
each of them to ensure they are
full of wisdom and inspiration; that
they achieve their very best. Keep
them calm in any difficulties and
confident in the face of challenges.

On Friday 24th April, six Year
11 students had a change from
College canteen food and went to
a local restaurant to celebrate the
end of their course and put into
practice all the life skills they have
learnt this year, such as ordering
food, working out the cost and
socialising with staff.

Thank you God for the privilege
we have enjoyed in teaching each
and every student in front of me
today. In your name, we offer to
you all of their hard work, effort
and attainments that have been
achieved over the past two years.
We offer it all to you. Amen.

‘We really enjoyed celebrating our achievements over the past two years
and this was a great way of having some fun before our exams start. We
have got to know each other really well and have supported each other
in our learning. We are all going off to different places but we will always
keep in touch with one another. We have had many memories together
which will never be forgotten. Our most favourite memory is when we tried
to get Ellie to crack an egg and she failed! We want to say a big thank you
to Mrs Fraser and Mrs Dooley for putting up with us all.’

Grace Richardson

Carrie-Ann Ward, Ellie Brown, Callum Stevens

Poem – Unnamed

Poem - Unnamed

Poem - Unnamed

You see it coming ahead
Far… away
You dread it, the rushing wave
But it comes closer,
in each passing moment
Growing stronger, stronger.
You see the blue with the white foam
A sparkling ocean mirror
And then it comes
A tide of dark, cold water
Hits like concrete
Your screams are smothered
You’re drawn away,
pulled out, thrown
Darkness, the endless sweeping
Your world is shattered.
Broken... broken.
Finally, it clears, the sun brightens
But you’re broken. Lost. Limbs
You don’t know anymore,
Know who you are.
The tide took the pieces of many.
You walk ahead
With the hardness in your eyes
All the while unshed tears fall
On the odourless sand
The sun shines
But there’s only darkness.
Be strong, grit your teeth,
Don’t let them see your broken shards.
You can’t let them see.
Fake that smile.

One more step
The knobbly knee is kicking me
One more step
The elbow is piercing me
One more step
The stares are judging me
The crowds are looking down
I feel like a clown.
My feet are screaming.

This is me –
Inside I’m accepted
Outside I’m an outcast
My choices are rejected
You cannot accept my past
They tell me
You don’t need to wear that
But modesty is a necessity
Yet they cannot see
This is me.
They ask me
Why are you so pro-life?
Or you could just go under the knife
Yet they cannot see
This is me.
They call at me
Do you wear your turban
To hide your burdens?
Yet they cannot see
This is me.

One more step
The feet are tripping me
One more step
The ground is grazing me
One more step
The blood is drowning me
The crowds are laughing
I feel like dying.
My knee is killing me.
No more steps
People keep walking by
I don’t understand.
What’s the difference between
black and white?

We say to them
This is us.

Chaplaincy News

FLAME 2015

Wembley Arena 6th of March
Article by Fabiola De Souza and Andrea Bastin
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Harbour

Project
We have received a
lovely letter from the
charity who thanked
us for “an unexpected
treat for our visitors.

8000 young people gathered at Wembley Arena
for Flame 2 on the 7th of March 2015, a large
Catholic Youth event organised in the country by
the Catholic Youth Ministry Federation (CYMFed).
Although not present, Pope Francis sent his blessings to all who gathered.
Cardinal Luis Antonio Tagle also known as Fr. Chito, Cardinal Vincent
Nichols, Fr. Timothy Radcliffe, Baroness Hollins, David Wells and Matt
Redman were introduced by BBC presenter Alfie Joey and Gilly Hope.

“Have the courage to seek happiness... to fall
in love with God is the greatest of romances.
To seek God is the greatest of adventures”
A strong message from Pope Francis

STOP PRESS

U16s Wiltshire County Cup

Donations of food are
always gratefully received,
especially as so many of our
families and young adults are
supporting themselves on
very low incomes. Harbour
has long had strong links with
St. Joseph’s. We are delighted
that these are continuing.”
Now, in preparation for
Refugee Week, we are now
calling for any donations of
kitchenware (cutlery, pots,
pans, plates, glasses, cups,
etc etc). Families temporarily
placed in Swindon are given
a single knife, fork and spoon
and the bare minimum of
all other necessities. Any
donations will make a real
difference to many families.
We cannot accept any electrical
items but would be glad of
anything else you can spare.

Having won the Swindon Schools
Cup in Year 7, it almost seemed
like a fairy tale ending that Year
11 should win the Under 16s
Wiltshire County Cup this year.

During half time I explained what
they were doing right and wrong
and how I wanted the next half
played. Mr Iles then gave them a bit
of a rollocking ~ it seemed to work.

The game started with the Year
11s taking part in a huddle - I only
found out afterwards that they
all took part in saying the “Our
Father” – a nice touch.

The next half we totally
dominated play and Tommy
Ouldridge got the equalising goal
to make it 2-2. We never looked
back and looked the more likely
to win. The winning goal came
from Patriech Braganca.

Within the first 20 minutes St Joe’s
were losing. After going 2-0 down,
they managed to get themselves
back into the game with a goal
from Bertram Clement.

The referee blew the whistle. St
Joseph’s were crowned the U16’s
Wiltshire County Cup Winners.

Chaplaincy News
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FAIRTRADE Year 10 Kintbury Retreat
I have been running Fairtrade
since September and I have
enjoyed every minute of the
experience. I’d like to thank
all those who have bought
from our fortnightly stalls and
donated to Fairtrade since
the start of the College year.

I would also like to thank all the
volunteers across the year groups
(Year 7-13) for their commitment
and support. Fairtrade is a great
group to get involved in. You don’t
need to have had any experience
and we always welcome new
volunteers and ideas.
I have now handed my role in
Fairtrade to Lola Funsho (Year 12)
and am sure she will be a great
asset to the Fairtrade group. I would
like to wish her and all those who
support and volunteer in Fairtrade
all the very best luck in the future.
Joanna Vickers

In all honesty the group of us that
went to Kintbury weren’t really
going for the retreat but just for
the fun of spending time with close
friends in a different environment.
The first day we got there we were
continuously finding things to
moan about varying from the food
to our selected groups.
However when it got to the second
day we started to realise what it
was all about and all attempted
to get involved, and interact with
new people. But what changed
our perspective was when night
came and we had to go to a small
room on the upper floor of the
building, it was dark and had a
candle tree in the middle which lit
up the whole room.

As we sat down on the pillows our
leaders would say a long reflection
which was followed by a song, This
was the part we all enjoyed the most
and the part which helped us realise
why we actually came to Kintbury.
From then on we decided to be
more positive about the retreat. In
a way we all got closer as well. Not
just with each other but also with
the teachers. It was nice to get
to know them as our friends not
just our teachers. Miss Sutherland
and Miss Curran really made the
trip special for us as they laughed
with us and even when we were
moaning they made sure we were
alright and enjoying our time.
Grace Oskiera-Vooght & Tianna Cremin

“I enjoyed praying and getting to know the different sides of
our teachers.”
Erol Ignas

“I especially enjoyed the atmosphere of the night prayers and
how reflective they were.”
Benida Vas

“The best thing about going to Kintbury was being able to
see my students in a different light. It reminded me why I
went into teaching, which was first and foremost to look after
young people. I feel more positive about everything.”
Miss Sutherland

St Joseph the Worker – Feast Day

We celebrated this feast day, by showing how clever and talented the students at
St. Joseph’s are. Each tutor group planned and prepared a display of their work.
Students were then invited to visit the chapel for prayer, and to view the great work.

CAFOD News

Key stage 3 Climate
Change Bloggers
Year 8 students Finn
Trinci, Ron Ocampo, Binit
Gurung have e-mailed
the Prime Minister and
Local MPs, highlighting
the need to address the
issue of climate change.
They are scheduled to
attend a rally in London
on the 17th June 2015.
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CAFOD Leadership
Year 12 students, Megan Nash,
Omolola Funsho, Olympia
Curry and Kisanna Satchwell
are currently participating in
the CAFOD Young Leadership
training programme.
They have had three sessions already (one in Bristol and the other two
in the College). The last session will be held in London on the 17th July
where they will meet young people from across the UK. They will be
presented certificates by the Director of CAFOD on the day.

VOCATIONS MASS

On Friday 1st May, some students from the College were able to take part in a special
Mass for Vocations said by Fr. Matt Anscombe, who is cycling around the Diocese to
raise awareness of the need to pray for Vocations in the Priesthood and religious life.
The Mass took place at St. Mary’s Church and students from St. Mary’s and St. Catherine’s, along with many of the
Parishioners of St. Mary’s were able to come and support Fr. Matt in his journey which has undertaken to “alert
parishioners to the need to pray and encourage vocations.” The Mass had a very meaningful atmosphere to it and
was a lovely way to spend sometime praying together for all who are looking for vocations or are following one.
Fr. Matt was also very pleased to be able to promote his own vocation to the Parish of St. Mary’s as he himself is a
former Parishioner which gave the Mass even more of a special meaning and a nice sense of homecoming to it.
We were also given the opportunity to read and alter serve for the occasion which meant that we were able to
taken even more away from the experience by being involved in the undertaking of the Mass and also being able
to help others in their prayers.
I think that I speak for all of us by thanking Fr. Matt for allowing us to be part of what he is doing and giving us the
chance to be part of his vocation and let’s hope that the rest of his journey goes well!
Ellie and Lucy Brown

Stations Of The Cross
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STATIONS OF THE CROSS
The Stations of the Cross or also known as ‘Via Dolorosa’ was when Jesus was
sentenced to death by Pontius pilot on the order of the high Jewish priests for what
they said was false impersonation of the ‘son if God’ and should be punished . There
were 14 stages of Jesus’ exile to Golgotha which is a stark reminder of the humble
manner in which Jesus accepted his fate and how he provided a path for our salvation.

Who was involved?
Jesus of course was there along with Judas the man who betrayed him, Mary his mother, Pontius pilate, the
Jewish high council, Jesus’ Disciples, Simon of Cyrene and many of Jesus’ Followers.

Why?
The reason why we have the Stations of the Cross is to remember the pain that Jesus suffered for us people
he didn’t even know so that we can be forgiven for sins and be granted everlasting life in heaven.

How Did It All Start?
From very early on after the death of Jesus follows told people about the story of his passion and death
and resurrection. When pilgrims came to see Jerusalem the places where Jesus was became very popular
including the Stations of the Cross as they had strong links with Jesus. After time people started to walk to
Golgotha trying to follow in the footsteps of Jesus. When people came back from their visits they then created
their own little version of their walk; this eventually turned into the Stations of the Cross.

What Happened?
On the Thursday of the last week of Jesus he and a few of his disciples were in the garden of Gethsemane
praying. As the disciples were sleeping Judas a disciple of Jesus betrayed in a bargain with the high council
that is he was to show them where the Messiah was they would pay him handsomely. He was then trialled in
front of the Jewish High Supreme first and the too Pontius pilot and then Roman authorities. This was the first
station. He was then given the cross and sent on his way to Golgotha. In this time he managed to fall three
times just by the sheer weight on his back along the whipping of the Roman centurion on his back, he then
meets his mother not for long as he is again whipped away onwards. As the time goes on Jesus starts to fail.
The Roman guards call on Simon of Cyrene so the Jews can see a proper execution when he gets to the hill.
Eventually, Jesus arrives. This would be where he would save our souls by dying for us.
Ethan Scanlon

Whilst we were in the chapel it felt as if the world had stopped and everyone was at peace. It was so calm,
quiet and relaxing. It was a very religious occasion, filled with respect and reverence. We all felt extremely
spiritual and we were grateful to have had the experience.
Amy Canning, Shalini Nandilath and Ellen Barrett.

We can’t follow in his literal footsteps,
So we took a spiritual journey,
To learn and appreciate the pain he suffered for us.
Each station we visited,
Had a special meaning,
Teaching us about love, sin and sacrifice.
We adore you O Christ, and we praise you, because
by your holy cross you have redeemed the world.

As we knelt before each station,
We bowed our heads in prayer,
We gave him thanks and glorified his name.
So now Jesus Christ, after all you’ve done for us,
Give us the strength and courage to live our lives
Following in your holy footsteps.
By Niamh Byrne & Ellie Beale
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