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As you may now be aware Monsignor Twomey has announced his retirement from St.
Joseph’s Governing Body.
Monsignor Twomey has served the College for the last twenty five years as Chair of
Governors. For seven years previously, he had been Clerk to Governors. He became
Parish priest at Holyrood in September 1985 and it was at this time he was appointed
Chair by Bishop Mervyn Alexander. When he first came to Swindon, he was Father
Twomey. He subsequently became a Canon in 1990, a Monsignor in 1997 and was
made Provost of the Chapter of Canons in 2008.
In the early years, Monsignor represented the Bishop on the Wiltshire Education
Committee and then latterly on the Swindon Committee. He supervised the School, as it
then was, into the Grant Maintained sector in the early 1990s and then back to Voluntary
Aided status with the Local Authority in 1997.
Monsignor has served two Bishops: Bishop Mervyn Alexander and Bishop Declan Lang.
He has also worked with three Headteachers: Steve Williams, Peter Wells and myself.
Monsignor was instrumental in achieving the new build, working unceasingly with Clifton
Diocese and its Trustees over a number of years. Our wonderful St. Joseph’s College
building is and always will be a testament to his hard work and commitment.
In his time as Chair, St. Joseph’s has not only moved from being a School to a College,
but also from ‘satisfactory’ to ‘outstanding’. The College we see today reflects his
stewardship.
He is not retiring from his other roles in the Diocese as he will remain a Trustee. We still
hope to see him in St. Joseph’s from time to time.
I am delighted to thank Monsignor Twomey on your behalf for his contribution in making
St. Joseph’s the College it is today. I would personally wish to express my appreciation of
the support he has given me.
Maureen Harries
Headteacher
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Information

St Joseph’s Induction dates for September 2010
• Wednesday 1st September - Staff Training Day
• Thursday 2nd September - Year 11, Year 12 & Year 13
• Friday 3rd September - Year 8 & Year 10 (Year 12 University Day)
• Monday 6th September - Year 7 (Year 12 Avon Tyrell)
• Tuesday 7th September - Year 7 & Year 9
• Wednesday 8th September - All Students into College
All students are expected to be on site at 8.20 am on their allocated induction
days.

Uniform
Please note the following changes to the Uniform Policy from September 2010.
Make-Up:
Make up is not allowed in Years 7 and 8. Discreet make-up in Years 9 to 11.
Nail varish is not allowed in any year group.
Blouse/Shirt:
Girls – Tailored white blouse with monogram – now there is a choice of two prices.
Boys – White shirt with long or short sleeves, or shirt with monogram – now there is
a choice between monogrammed or plain shirts.
Trousers/Skirts:
Plain black trousers or knee length skirt without slits. Skirts should be free
moving and not tight against the legs and trousers should not be extremely tight
or baggy. Tube skirts and any type of jeans are unacceptable.
PE Kit
Plain black shorts (no flashes or logos) can be purchased from the College supplier
– no monogram required.
Plain black track suit bottoms (no flashes or logos) – this item is optional.
The blouses and shirt with monogram, tie, jumper, polo shirt (PE), rugby/hockey shirt
should be purchased from Trutex the uniform supplier located in the Brunel Centre,
Swindon; this is the only outlet for these items.
The Uniform list effective from September 2010 can be located on the College
website www.stjosephs.swindon.sch.uk . The new Year 7 intake will receive a full
Uniform list during their Induction Day on the 14th July.
Piercing
Students wishing to get their ears pierced should do so in the longer summer holiday
period as jewellery needs to be removed during PE lessons on health and safety
grounds and plasters over new piercings are unacceptable.
Remember, the ruling is: One pair of small stud earrings in the ear lobe. This applies
to both boys and girls.
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Exams Information
Thursday, 19 August 2010 - GCE results will be distributed from Sports Hall access via
Community Entrance (Doors open at 09:00).
Tuesday, 24 August 2010 - Year 11 GCSE results will be distributed from Sports Hall
access via Community Entrance (Doors open at 10:30).
Thursday, 26 August 2010 - Year 10 GCSE results distributed from Sports Hall access
via Community Entrance (Doors open at 10:30).
Monday, 29th November 2010 - Certificates for summer 2010 examinations are
available for collection from Reception – avoid breaks and lunches.
Monday, 10th January 2011 - Winter session of external examinations commence

Mr Cottrell

Parent Support Adviser
Struggling to put the pieces together?
Free confidential advice from your Parent Support Advisor available now!
Mrs Debbie Willcock is the Parent Support Advisor for the Catholic Cluster of schools
and is based at the Drove Children’s Centre. Her role is to help parents/carers get the
very best from school and to help with a variety of issues including education, behaviour
and attendance. Support can be offered in the following ways for students up to the age
of 13:
•
1 to 1 sessions at home or school.
•
Parenting Programmes.
•
Information about community events.
•
Specific information mornings.
If you would like to speak to Debbie, her contact details are: Parent Support Adviser,
Drove People’s Campus, Swindon – Telephone 01793 818600 Mobile 07506342591.

Information

Late January 2011 - Mock examinations commence.

Wanted
Have you any good quality uniform which your children have outgrown?
The College is able to recycle items of uniform and help needy families in our
Community. Please ensure that any clothing donated is clean and in good condition. All
donations can be handed into Reception Staff. Your donation will make a difference.
Thank you.
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Clifton Cathedral – Secondary Schools’ Mass
24th June 2010
Every year a Mass is celebrated at Clifton Cathedral Bristol for all the Catholic Secondary Schools
in the diocese. Representatives from each school are invited to attend and participate in the Mass.
The theme of this year’s Mass was ‘Called to Serve’. This is one occasion students have to see
others from around the diocese witnessing their faith.
Two of St Joseph’s students wrote about our contribution:

News

“Our College did a dance to ‘The Call’ to lead the thanksgiving. The dancers were: Kristina Huntley,
Liwia Dekert, Samantha Firth, Beverley Collins, Kimberley Coupe, Melissa McFadyen, Emma Hall,
Charlotte Tilley, Georgina Yule, Elicia Pugh and Alleah Saunders.”
“The whole dance went really well and everyone said it was entertaining and enjoyable to watch.
Other schools did presentations including readings and visual displays. We all had a really
enjoyable time and are looking forward to performing the dance at the end of term Celebration Assemblies in College.”
The dance was choreographed by our dance teacher Kerry Nottage, assisted by
Isobel O’Flanagan Year 12.
Bishop Declan commented at the end of the dance
that their performance showed just how much talent
our young people have. Their performance was outstanding and made us all very proud to be part of St.
Joseph’s Catholic College.
E O’Connell
Assistant Headteacher Student Services

Foodbank Fortnight at St. Joseph’s
“There’s Loads of Food in Swindon - isn’t there?”
The slogan above is from a Christian charity called Swindon Foodbank. Having plenty of food in your
cupboards is something we all take for granted, but what would happen if your parents or guardians
had to stop working and there was no more money coming in?
Sometimes families can go through changes, for example, when a personal crisis hits, like
redundancy, illness, homelessness or separation. Finding the next meal can mean a real problem.
Many people in Swindon don’t have the luxury of a safety net and need to get benefits. In fact, 1 in 6
live close to or at the edge of their finances. Benefits can also take a few weeks to be received.
Swindon Foodbank helps people who cannot afford to buy food for their families. The Foodbank
organises the collection of food and then distributes it to families who are in need.
St Joseph’s is having a Foodbank Fortnight from 12th - 23rd July. We will be collecting food for this
charity and some of the items in most need are: biscuits, fruit juices (long life), milk (long life), tinned
tomatoes, tinned fruit, sugar, jam and marmalade. More details of different types of food and
collection points will be communicated to tutors shortly. Thank you in advance for your support of
this charity.
K Belzko
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Year 9 Trip to

cDonalds

On Wednesday 23rd June 2010 I went on a trip to McDonald’s with my Business Studies
class. We went on a tour around the restaurant and saw the staff room, crew room and the
fridge/freezer. Did you know the crew workers at McDonald’s get a free meal every day? The
crew room is where the workers put all of their belongings. The staff room is where the staff
can have something to eat, check their schedules and watch TV on their breaks. The fridge
room is where they keep milk, McFlurry mixtures as well as drinks and eggs. The freezer room
was so cold. It was -18º. This is where they keep all of the burgers, chicken and other meats.
Did you know McDonald’s don’t have any knives in their restaurants? They get all of the
vegetables pre-chopped. We saw where they cook the burgers and how they put them
together. Did you know that it takes 42 seconds to cook a burger and only 1 minute 47
seconds to cook a 1/4 pounder? They also have to wash their hands every 30 minutes to
make sure they don’t cross contaminate.
I have learnt McDonald’s are a very ethical business because they use free range eggs,
100% British beef, organic milk, Kenco rain forest alliance coffee and also recycle a lot of their
packaging.
My favourite part of the trip was watching the burgers being made because they can make a
top quality burger in such a short amount of time.

Break a leg, Joao!
It is with great pride and much sadness that 9C say goodbye to Joao Carolino who recently
earned a full residential scholarship to Tring Park School for the Performing Arts and will be
leaving St Joseph’s at the end of term.

News

Tyler Davies, 9M

Joao is a popular member of 9C who will be missed, especially on Sports Day as he has
represented the school in athletics winning the triple jump at the Swindon Schools
Championships in Year 7 and 8 and representing Swindon at the County finals in Year 8.
Everyone knows that Joao is a bit of an entertainer. What they may not know is that Joao is a
recognised local performer – dancing, singing and acting regularly in festivals and
competitions all over the country and taking part in regular shows in Swindon where he
performed with other St Joseph’s students. His classmates will miss his ability to amuse and
entertain them, while keeping them wondering about the real Joao!
Joao will be missed especially by his close friends, but they can rest assured that he will
miss them too. As well as having lots of commendations, several Praise
Postcards and Student of the Month certificates, the class describe Joao as
extravagant, unique, legendary and one-of-a kind.
Mrs Lloyd
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News

Art Mural at Holy Rood
The Year 12 Art class took part in a primary liaison project when they painted an old
cabin at Holy Rood Junior School. The sixth formers used designs produced by the students at Holy
Rood as a basis for their design. On the 22nd June
it took them three hours to transform the cabin into
a fantastic piece of Art work. Congratulation and
thanks to all involved: Mr Iles (Primary Liaison)
Mrs Wiltshire (Resources and Advisor) Holy Rood
(for use of cabin and water) and the A-level Art
Class - Caitlin Brown, Fionnghuala Brown, Jack
Bryan, Katherine Bryan, Matthew Capstick, Misha
Carney, Catherine Carroll, Rebecca French,
Vanessa Gwaza-Jere, Laurence Kerrigan and Georgina Tilley.

Fairtrade Sales
Great news from out Fairtrade team. Total sales this academic year will be in excess of £6000!
The commission sent to charities is £725. £300 to Subanencraft and £425 to Future in Our Hands.
Thank you to everyone who has supported and purchased Fairtrade in the College.
Chaplain

Junior Maths Challenge
Years 7 and 8 did very well in the Junior Maths Challenge, a nationwide competition to
find the best young mathematicians in the country. Jennifer Jurga achieved the best in
the College, and Lucy Bailey was the top Year 7.
Gold certificates: Jennifer Jurga, Lucy Bailey, Naomi South, Joe Forrester, LeeAnn
Popowicz, Greg Winiarski
Silver certificates: Eleanor Lovejoy, John Richardson, Katie Smith, Hannah Lloyd,
Robert Pomfret, Ryan Buckenham, Adson Cabral, Sujan Rai
Bronze certificates: Jerzy Pilipczek, Connor Buckenham, Joseph Dopson
Try these questions, to see how you measure up!
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Year 7 Visit to Chessington World of Adventure
Year 7 were given the opportunity to visit Chessington World Of Adventures to further
their understanding of ICT and its application in theme parks. They were given an
introductory lesson by the staff at Chessington where they were shown how the park
uses ICT to control the rides using sensors, how cameras are triggered to take photos
on the rides and how the park is designed around different themes.
They were also given the opportunity to hold a young meerkat – not related to ICT, but
fun nevertheless. Students then had the rest of the day to explore the park and sample
the rides. Staff also tried the more exciting rides, purely for research purposes! In further
studies in ICT lessons, students will use the information they gained from their visit to
model their own theme parks. They will also look at how financial issues impact on the
running of a theme park.
The students were a credit to the college in their behaviour and following of instructions
and the park praised the College for the way the students conducted themselves.

P.S. Remember, if you are looking at taking ICT in Year 12 next year, there will be the
opportunity to visit Euro Disney to see how the use of ICT affects the running of
organisations such as Disney.

News

Mr Firth

Confirmation Photographs
The Confirmation photographs for the following students are now ready to collect
from Holy Family Church (Fr Jeremy): Ashvin Boby, Kyle Downey, Xavier
Lewinski, Sasha Machado, Holly O’Hara-Ball, Kieran Sieluzycki, Emma Young,
Lemuel Balango, Ben Brown, Branzon De Souza, Matthew Hazelden, Valran Lobo,
Jacob Moore, Nana Osei, Flavia Seferi, Clare Smith, Vito Zarola.
Chaplain
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Business & Enterprise
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information advice
and guidance
@ St Joseph’s

Work Experience
As we go to print, our Year 12 Students are attending business placements in order to gain
valuable work experience relating to their future career interests. Their choices include
retail, teaching, journalism, administration, construction, leisure, and engineering. This is
an extremely important aspect of post 16 education, as many employers will be looking
for applicants to have not only the essential qualifications and abilities, but also to show a
keen interest as well. Students that have taken the time to involve themselves within the
industry will always be more favoured applicants.
During the week staff will be visiting students at their work place, in order to support them
and meet the employers to say thank you.
During the same week a group of our Year 10 Students will also be on Work Experience.
These students were unable to attend during March because they were on a field trip to
Pencelli. We therefore re-organised their week to allow for this. Again they will be visited
by a member of staff to support and record the experience.

Future Changes to the Work Experience Programme
After evaluating the Year 10 Work Experience Programme debrief, carried out by Students
and Employers, a decision has been made to change the dates for the next one. The
reasons for this decision are:
•
•
•

To allow more time for our students to research where they would like to attend.
Students can gain more experience in completing applications, CVs, and letter writing
to assist with applying for placements.
Students will be more confident and mature to cope with the experience.

The dates that have been agreed are;
14th to 18th November 2011 - Population P
21st to 25th November 2011 – Population Q
More information will follow shortly along with the necessary forms for those wishing to
organise their own placements.

IAG Appointments
Some Year 10 students have already made use of the opportunity of an appointment, for
information advice and guidance on career choices. Anyone wishing to see Beverley Wolff
should speak to her in the B & E office to make a convenient appointment.

The Young Enterprise Team at St Joseph’s Catholic College is producing a Year 11 Leavers’ book.
It will contain individual photographs of students as well as pictures from their time at St Joseph’s.
It will include pictures from their Prom and Leaver’s Service and a College photograph of all year
11 students.
All students have been invited to add their own words and comments. The book is a keepsake for
remembering friends and teachers of the College. I am sure it will be treasured for years to come.
The Leavers’ Book will be available for collection when students pick up their exam results in the
summer.
To order a copy and for any questions you may have, please contact:
Miss Green Tel: 714213

Business & Enterprise

Year 11 Leavers’ Book

Business & Enterprise
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Year 10 Taking A Risk Day
Friday 21st May 2010
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Year 9 Leadership & Teamwork Day
Friday 11th June 2010

We also had first aid trainers on site who were able to
provide training on how to perform CPR and how to use
bandages efficiently and effectively depending on the
injury.
The RAF joined us again for another
session of motivation training which including working as a team
to get across ‘minefields’ using only a few mats - the aim was not
only to get to the other side to solve a puzzle but also to make
sure that no one was left behind.
In another activity, smaller groups had to work together on various team building apparatus this
included placing wooden planks between stepping stones to choose the correct path to get
everyone from the beginning to the end. There was another game which included passing team members through
gaps in a framed spiders web and also getting everyone
to stand on a box with no feet touching the ground.
The last activity taking place was a tug of war. The facilitators of all the events were given the opportunity to nominate an outstanding
tutor group, outstanding male and outstanding female who had shown the skills and
values of leadership and teamwork. The winners were awarded with certificates and
trophies during a Year 9 assembly. Congratulations to 9A, Sebastian Leonard and
Olivia Cowley.

Business & Enterprise

in front of the College.

The Year 9 Leadership and Teamwork day set out to show
and teach the importance of working in a team and also
showing leadership qualities and values. All students took
part in five different events over the day. The Duke of Edinburgh team had groups setting up tents in front of the
College. Once this was complete the groups had to work
together to make cups of tea and plates of pasta and sauce
for each member of their team - all
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Community Cohesion Day - Fairtrade Village

Fairtrade

Students who help with the Fairtrade franchise at St Joseph’s planned a fun day for
the Year 9 students to take part in our annual Community Cohesion Day on Friday
25th June 2010.
With a good weather on our side, the event turned out to
be a huge success as students from tutor groups 9A, B
and C took the roles of village workers in poorer countries.
Throughout the day, everyone was encouraged to carry
out various activities such as: making shoes and bananas
out of recycled paper, collecting water from tall recycling
bins on wooden skis with recycled containers and building tipi huts out of bamboo sticks,
string, recycled bin bags and also old newspapers.
We Fairtrade members also had a fantastic time dressing
up in colourful, cultural outfits and carried out important
roles in the village to make sure the activities ran smoothly.
The roles involved were tax collectors, money lenders, sellers at the central market and supervisors of the village. In
addition to this, whilst the tutor groups went to a presentation, Fairtrade members
caused a “Natural Disaster” in the village.
By taking part in the Community Cohesion Day, an important message was conveyed through simulating the
natural disaster. This resulted in a better understanding of
how people survive through gaining help and support from
many charities.
Additionally, the students taking
part in the activities learnt about
the difficulties that need to be overcome when surviving
in a village in a developing country. This is what Fairtrade
does. It helps support people through selling their goods
for a fair price and helping people to survive and live their
lives in a much better way as well as hopefully providing
them with a better standard of living.
Karolina Smolicz 8S, Fairtrade Member
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Music News
On Sunday 13th June a number of students represented the college at the Wootton
Bassett Arts Festival.
Joe Forrester entered the junior Piano class and came 3rd in his after the joint winners – he was only 1 point behind them!!
Elizabeth Webb and Clare Smith both performed well in their class achieving Highly
Commended positions.
Swancy Monteiro and Reanna Musoke did well in their duet class.
Finally, the St Joseph Singers were triumphant in bringing back the trophy for the
‘Singing for Fun’ Class which they won for the 2nd year running! Well done girls!!
Elizabeth Webb, Alexandra McKenna, Joanna Vickers, Reanna Musoke, Swancy
Monteiro, Clare Smith

Music
Instrument Care!
Please can we remind all students that when they bring their instruments into College for their lessons the case must be clearly labelled with your name. Please
do not leave instruments at the College overnight – unless by prior arrangement
with Miss Collins. The College cannot take responsibility for damage or loss. Most
household insurance policies will include your instruments at no extra costs.
Instrumental Lessons
Any students who would like to start learning an instrument see Miss Collins – or alternatively you can log on to the Swindon Music Co-operative website and download
the application form. Please return the form to the address at the top.
Miss Collins
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Farewell to Year 13

Sixth Form

On Thursday 20th May, the Year 13 students had their celebration and Leavers’
Mass. This was a very moving occasion which had been planned by the students
with many of the readings and thoughts provided by the students themselves.

13M

13W

13S

They also had a very successful Prom on 25th June where, as always, they looked
amazing and behaved impeccably, dancing the night away and and enjoying a three
course meal at the Marriott Hotel.
The final farewell to the students is a trip to Thorpe Park to thank them for the work
they have done supporting the College over the past two years.
Clare Bailey

Year 12 End of Term Celebration
On Friday 9th July, Year 12 have a day where they can find out more about opportunities
after Sixth Form. These include talks about Gap years, Personal Finance, Getting a Job
and Higher Education opportunities that are on offer in and around the town.
After these talks the students then have an end of year BBQ at Coate Water where they
can relax, enjoy the weather and see their tutors cook their dinner!

We are looking forward to a new
group of students joining us next
year.
If you would like to come and join
our vibrant Sixth Form please contact:
Sue Carter
KS5 Student Manager
Tel: 01793 714226
Email: scarter@stjosephs.swindon.
sch.uk
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Key Dates in Sixth Form
16th July - End of Term Year 12
19th - 23rd July - Year 12 Work Experience
19th August - AS & A Level Results day
27th August - Year 12 Registration
2nd September - Year 12 & 13 Induction
3rd September - Year 12 Study Skills Day
Gloucester University
6th September - Year 12 Team Building Day
Avon Tyrell

Holy Rood in the Kitchen
This term 66 Holy Rood Primary School students visited the Food Technology department on
3 separate occasions. They worked in groups of three to produce Falafel.
Falafel is a fried ball or patty of spiced field beans or chickpeas, dating back to Biblical times and originating somewhere on the Indian
subcontinent. Today Falafel is eaten in India as well as in Pakistan
and the Middle East.
Mrs Curran

When we went to the Holy Family Airport Day we got to help out by doing jobs such as: working at the x-ray machine, escorting students up to the airplane from the departure lounge, assisting students on the plane and working at passport control. We enjoyed ourselves because
it was a great to help out and also, in some ways, to learn what it is like at an airport. It would
be great to do it again because it would be fun to visit our old school and to help them out
again.
Laura Daley, Ashy George, Anthonia Adekunle, Sophie Long, Tarnia Gonzo and Roberta
Ngetu, 8A

St. Mary’s Primary School Visit
Fifteen St. Mary’s Primary School students came to St. Joseph’s to work on their French and
music skills. They spent some time in the languages area writing songs and raps and then
went down to the Music area to put their songs to music. It was a really brilliant afternoon and
St. Mary’s were able to take a CD back with them to use in the school.
Miss Price

ICT Transition
Throughout June and July, our four partner primary schools have all visited St. Joseph’s for
two hours of ICT lessons. In the lessons, they have used control software to control animated
dancers and programmed them to dance to music. The students needed volenteers to show
them how to dance and the Year 6 TAs and teachers kindly demonstrated a variety of ‘dancing’ skills. Year 12 St. Joseph’s students also helped out in the lessons. At the end of the
lesson, students used the eVoting handsets to express how they’d enjoyed their visit and
how they felt about working with ICT. If students want to use the contol
software at home, they can download it for free at www.yenka.com.

Primary Liaison

Cultural Activity Group

Mr Firth
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Saint Joseph’s College Parliament and Student Voice Update
•
•

Student Voice

•
•
•
•

Parliament completed a presentation on the House system to Mrs Harries, 		
Headteacher on Monday 24 May.
Parliament have been busy in constituency meetings on the next phase of the House
system on Thursday 17 June.
MPs have been organised to facilitate a Student Forum and Blog on student Moodle. Watch
out for these on your new Moodle site: have your say on the forum; ask questions and give
ideas. Want to know what’s been happening in Parliament? Read the blog…
Do you have any ideas on how we can prevent unnecessary printing and save the 		
environment in the process? Pass on or email your suggestions to Kieran Sieluzycki.
MPs and Mrs Ash held a Student Voice session for Year 6 students on the Year 6 induction
day on 14th July. Thank you to all the MPs and Buddies involved in this.
Thank you for all of your great ideas on our House system. The following ideas for 		
our new House names have been put forward and you will be voting for the most 		
popular ones shortly (opposite page).
A huge thank you to all of our students who have put forward suggestions throughout 2009-2010
on a range of Student Voice ideas from charity work to catering and from rewards to our House
system. In particular I would like to thank all of our MPs who have worked incredibly hard in
supporting you through their work and involvement in Parliament and other Student Voice initiatives.
Thanks to Joanna Vickers for her super article on the Question Time event at Greendown. Our
Year 7 MPs have been a key part of this work through out the year and we’ve had some involvement from Sixth Form MPs too. Thank you to the following who are still working hard up until the
end of Term 6:
Jerzy Pilipczuk, Connor Sheerin, Lola Funsho, Alex King, Tarnia Gonzo, Calum Marsh, Joanna
Vickers, Ryan Perkins, Kieran Sieluzycki, Aneshka Soares, Angel Lopes,
Della Brinkley, Rachel Hayward, Tina Hassan, Stephanie Ospina, (Media Action Group link), Harley Drew (10 Youth Forum link)
Mrs Ash
Student Voice Coordinator

School Parliament - Advances in Student Voice
Two years ago, when I first joined Parliament, it was a bit disjointed. The meetings were not as regular as I would have liked and because of this, there was great difficulty in getting any ideas forwarded or progressed. However, this has now all changed.
Student Parliament has now made major strides for Student Voice, mainly because of the new management, Mrs Ash. Another main factor for the advances are the weekly meetings, which allow us to
constantly push forward ideas from classmates.
Major changes put forward have been the house system and the canteen changes which were
shaped by student feedback. Student Voice has come very far in the past year and let’s hope

things can only get better.
Ryan Perkins, 9B
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House System Trial: September 2010
General Ideas:

Ideas:

1.

1.
2.

Structure of Houses:
•
Idea 1: Four houses A&L, B&M, C&S,
E&W.
•
Idea 2: Some students suggested a random draw: one from population P and one
from population Q similar to the world cup
draw.

Non-uniform House days.
Whilst maintaining existing rewards convert
these rewards to house points e.g. Commendations = 1HP, Praise postcards =5HP, Student of the Month = 10HP. Lose house points
for consequences (C1,C2 and C3).
3. Earn House points for involvement in key roles
and events in College life, e.g. College production.
4. House trophies to be given to House captain.
5. House banners or flags to use in events.
6. Overall winning College House trophy to winning House captains.
7. Extended lunch/break time for House winners.
8. Student of the House! (monthly and annually)
9. Fun Flexible Friday event for winning house.
10. Extra use of Astroturf; how would this be enforced? What about wanting to play with other
peers outside of House?

Student Roles and Responsibilities:
1.
2.

One boy and girl House captain in Year 11 to lead each of the four Houses.
Nominations from potential House captains to be approved by Form Tutor and a final boy and girl
from each Year 11 tutor group to be put forward for House voting for successful House Captain.
3. Only students in that House vote for the male and female House captain of their choice out of the
2 final males and 2 final female candidates for House captain.
4. Runners up for House captain: one male and female Year 11 student could be Vice House Captains. Everyone’s a winner!
5. Each House would have a Head of House; a teacher who would guide , support and mentor the
House captains and House events.
6. Each House would have an Assistant Head of House selected from the Sixth Form, Year 12 and
13. Like the Head of House they would support the House captains and House events.
7. Each tutor group in the House; 10 in total would have a House representative who would be voted
for by their tutor group only and all nominations would be approved by their Form Tutor. These
House representatives would be an important communication link to the two House captains.
8. If the trial proves successful and is implemented then voting and election of Year 11 House captains could take place in term 6 from current Year 10 students as the current Year 11 would be
on study leave. The term of office for a House captain could then be Year 10 term 6 to Year 11
term 5.
9. House role badges for students in positions of responsibility.
10. Coloured House Badges for all students.
11. Voting and election of House roles for trial year will take place in September 2010 alongside
Parliament elections.
12. House captains can work alongside Parliament when necessary to support the communication
process to and from ‘House’ tutees.

Student Voice

Sports Day. House banners for Sports
day.
2. Community Cohesion day
3. College Competitions
4. Performing Arts
5. Charity fund raising
6. Flexible Fridays
7. Link to existing whole year B&E days.
8. Cultural Diversity events
9. Limit to four annual events initially until culture embedded
10. House assemblies
11. House notice board; House forum, House
web page.
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Sport

County Cricket Finalists
Well done to the U15 Girls cricket team who made it through to the County Finals, at Trowbridge Cricket Club, on 21st June. The weather was excellent, as was the drive down, with
Olivia (Tom Tom) Cowley getting us to our destination without delay! In their 1st game they
played South Wilts, the eventual tournament winners, and were a little bit shell shocked
when wickets fell rather too quickly. Consequently, when they came into field they were low
on confidence and they were soundly beaten by some very strong batting from the Wilts
team. Come game 2, they decided to make a go of it with Ashleigh Loftus-Thorne and Isabelle Di Pierro taking some wickets. Amber Vanhorne and Marie Phillipe hit some good runs
with the bat but Hardenhuish eventually prevailed. In their last match of the day, the runners
up final against Lavington, it was a very close affair - with the two teams evenly matched some excellent deep fielding from Lynette Mutuota helping to keep things tight. However,
Lavington proved to be slightly more adapt at running between wickets, so although we hit
more boundaries they scored a few more runs. The girls finished 4th overall in the County
Finals - which was an excellent effort when you consider that the team consisted entirely of
Year 9s. Well done - and good luck for next year!
The team was - Isabelle Di Pierro, Marie Phillipe, Ashleigh Loftus-Thorne, Lynette Mutuota, Rutendo Tichiwangan, Amber Vanhorne, Caitlin Wood, Olivia Cowley, Dale Nunes
and Joanna Fernandez.

Most Successful Cricket Season Ever at St. Joseph’s
There can be no doubt that this has been a remarkably successful cricket season. The
three teams representing the college, Year 8s, Year 9s and Year 10s have all enjoyed some
very pleasing results. They all won through to the Swindon Schools’ Cup semi-finals with
the Year 8s losing a tight game against Bradon Forest and the Year 9s and Year 10s both
qualifying for their finals.
The Year 9 team was always in control of their match against Isambard and the Year 10’s
went through comfortably playing at home to Greendown. In the Year 9 final the boys will
be up against Bradon Forest and the Year 10s will be in a rematch of last year’s unfinished
final versus Ridgeway School.
The Year 10 team beat Kingdown School, Warminster in the quarter final of the county cup
and came up against Dauntsey’s School in the semi-final. The match was finally played at
Dauntsey’s after several postponements and the boys gave a good account of themselves
but were beaten by a very talented side.
The Year 7 boys are due to play two games against Swindon Cricket Club within the next
two weeks. This will give the boys very important match playing experience and will help
greatly when they begin their first Swindon Schools’ season next summer.
Finally, it must be said that as well as having a pleasing season results wise, all the boys
representing St. Joseph’s have behaved in a way that has been an absolute credit to themselves, their families and the college.
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PE/Sports Leadership
On Thursday 1st July, I took 15 of our Year 10 GCSE sports leaders over to Holy Rood Junior School to help run their sports day. It was a wonderful opportunity for our newly trained
Sports Leaders to use their leadership skills in a real life situation. The leaders got to test
out their organisation, communication and time management skills as well as their ability
to lead younger students. Our Year 10 sports leaders did a fantastic job of running Holy
Rood’s Sports Day and were a credit to themselves and the college. Holy Rood were really
impressed and grateful, moreover they suggested it becomes a permanent arrangement and have already booked us in for next year!
Very well done to Georgia Leach, Alice Nugent, Charlotte Watt,
Crystal Struve, David Bannon, David Kinuthia, Toby Vaughan,
Kieran Turner, Becky Brierley, Cerys Brown, Kim Coupe, Angelo Caruso, Kyran Savage, Rob Currie and Michael Flatman.
Mr Cross

Sports Leaders

Well done to Cameron Gordon, Jose Rodrigues, Mark Crasto, Nigel Da Cruz, Frank
D’Souza, Claise Fernandes, Shawn Pereira and Dyren Novais regarding their umpiring,
coaching and leadership skills.

Sport

On Thursday 10th June the Swindon Wide Year 5 and 6 Girls
Cricket Tournament took place at Swindon Cricket Club. A group
of St Joseph’s Year 9 and 10 students were chosen to help run
and score the event – which they did to a very high standard. So
much so that during the presentation ceremony at the end a member of staff felt obliged to give them a special mention for all their
efforts. At various points during the afternoon, when schools were
between matches, the boys ran some impromptu coaching clinics - which were gratefully
received by all concerned as above and beyond the call of duty.

Congratulations!
Well done to St Mary’s Year 5 and 6 Girls Cricket Team for achieving 3rd place in the Swindon wide tournament held on Thursday
10th June at Swindon Cricket Club. They batted and fielded
equally well and we look forward to receiving some of them next
year to build on the success of girls cricket at St Joseph’s.

Well done to Sam Berry and Stephanie Firth who were successful in their SSP bursary for
swimming and dance repectively. Hopefully the grants provided will enable them to further
develop their chosen activities. If you are interested in applying for a bursary/grant next year
please speak with Mr Cross.
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Information

Prayer for end of College year
(2010)
Dear Lord

Have you moved house or
changed your telephone
number/s?

In order for us to be able to contact you
regarding your child/ren in an emergency, or to keep you updated with their
progress, it is important that we always
May we look back on the year with pride at hold up to date address and telephone
the things achieved, remembering the new number information for you and your
things that we have learnt and the friendships child/ren.
As we complete another year, we give thanks
for this college community, our class, our
friends, our teachers and staff, governors, our
parents and all who support our college.

we have made.

Just as we look forward to the holidays,
so may we look forward to returning to St
Joseph’s refreshed and ready for all the next
year will offer.
Bring us all back safely.

If you move house or update your
telephone number/s, please ensure
that you notify the college in writing as
soon as possible.
Many thanks for your co-operation

We ask this in Your name.
Amen.

A colour version of SJC News can be found
on the college web site:
www.stjosephs.swindon.sch.uk
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