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Dear parents and carers,

Dates for your diary:

One of the most regular conversations I’ve had with students over the
past few days has been when I’m asked: ‘Hello sir, are we having any
more days off?’ to which I’ve repeatedly replied ‘You haven’t actually had
any days off, you were just completing work at home instead…’ To which
students have generally responded ‘Ok sir, thanks’, and walked away,
probably thinking Mr. Giles has gone a bit mad! Anyway, I would like to
thank all parents and carers for making home learning arrangements at
short notice, and I sincerely hope we won’t need to do this again after
Easter.

17th April - Easter Sunday

I’m sure you’ll agree this is an impressive newsletter! I would like to
thank all the staff involved in helping our students get so much from
their experience at school, and this is particularly impressive given
that we continue to feel the impact of covid on everything we try to
do. Nevertheless, we’ve still managed to welcome visitors to speak
to students, hold whole school activity days, fund-raising activities,
retreats, self-defence classes and more – it’s a real credit to all those
involved.
Finally, a prayer for peace:

18th April - Easter Monday
23rd April - St. George’s
Day
25th April - Start of term 5
27th April ~ Avebury/
Lacock trip (Year 7)
27th April ~ Oxford
Museums trip (Year 8)
27th April ~ Lacock
Pursuits trip (Year 11)
1st May - Feast of St.
Joseph the worker

Loving God,

2nd May ~ May Day Bank
Holiday

We pray for the people of Ukraine,
for all those suffering or afraid,
that you will be close to them and protect them.

4th May ~ Non-school
uniform day (whole
school)

We pray for world leaders,
for compassion, strength and wisdom to guide their choices.

23rd May ~ Year 11 Leavers
Assembly

We pray for the world
that in this moment of crisis,
we may reach out in solidarity
to our brothers and sisters in need. Amen.

20th May ~ Non-school
uniform day (Year 11 only)

I hope you and your families all have a happy Easter.
Jerry Giles.

Respect

25th May ~ Year 11 Leavers
Mass
27th May ~ Last day of
term 5

Inclusivity

Equality

Nurturing

Growth
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Celebrating Spirituality at St. Cassian’s ...and at St. Joseph’s
Finding the time to dedicate to ourselves is a rarity these days, especially as social
media and the internet puts the whole world quite literally into the palm of our
hand. Which is why we were thrilled to be able to give students the opportunity to
attend one of the wonderful Kintbury retreats again this year.

At St. Joseph’s we are dedicated and
proud to provide exceptional and
inclusive education to students of all
faiths and want to ensure students
are able to celebrate their faith in a
supportive environment.

Encompassed by Berkshire countryside, St. Cassian’s, Kintbury, offers students the chance to focus
on self-reflection, with Christ as their guide and St. John Baptist De La Salle as their inspiration. This
year all students who wished to do so were once again able to attended retreats at Kintbury where
they practice inward reflection and, along with students from other schools, celebrate their faith.
Our Year 11 students went to Kintbury in January for a three day residential. As they are prerparing
to sit exams and leave school for pastures new, it’s a really good time for them to think about what
really matters to them and what they want for their future.
On the first evening, students discussed what they hoped to get out of the experience as a group and
then reflected on what they had gained from their time together on the final morning.
Students commented on what they felt was a really positive and, in many ways, life changing
experience. What follows are some thoughts and reflections which have been crafted into a poem
that echoes some of the work that was presented in the final workshop.

So what to reflect upon at St Joe’s weekend retreat away
A time of reflection, and a day off school, I heard one say
Decent enough food was a really good call
Arrows from archery embedded in a monastery wall!
Three days of activities in a calm and reflective state
Came home wiser but in a much more tired state
Jeremy introduced himself with an energetic blast
Sleepy eyes seen over early morning breakfast
Alex with the smile and the walk steady, strong and slow
Chess master Archie, unbeaten this weekend don’t you know!
Luca’s costume transformed from rubbish left behind
The dark hair/blue jeans girls are really three of a kind
Basketballs bouncing and tennis balls flying
A different activity and a different hat for the amazing Ryan
Ama blazed with only Ama’s amazing energy to burn
Will behind the shades – calmly takes his turn
Four days of activities as the end draws near
Let’s thank Louise for us all being here
So calmness, togetherness and reflections on ideas
Time away so precious when spent with your peers.

Lent is a time to prepare our hearts
and minds for Easter, through prayer,
fasting, and almsgiving - the three
pillars of Lent.

A number of Muslim students come to Chapel to pray on
a daily basis and now, thanks to our three lovely Muslim
Chaplain Leaders, they have a dedicated space to do so.
The girls worked hard to set up and decorate a quiet and
private area in the Chapel dedicated to Muslim prayer
and the area is open to all who wish to use it.

Staff and students at St. Joseph’s
began Lenten celebrations with Ash
Wednesday Services, where prayers
were read and students were offered
ashes that had been blessed by Deacon
Terry.
There were many different ways for
students to pray in College throughout
Lent; including the Stations of the
Cross which was said every Tuesday in
the Chapel. We also welcomed Father
Thomas and Father Lucas, who helped
those students who wished to prepare
for Easter by attending the Sacrement
of Reconciliation.
The 11th March was family fast day, and
this year’s campaign was
“fast from, feast on.”
Fasting means to abstain from or to
do without something, and this year
we encouraged students to give up
thoughts and actions that are damaging
to us and those around us, and to ‘feast’
on trying to do the right things which
leads us closer to God.
One of the things our students are
always good at is Almsgiving - which
means providing aid to those in poverty.
This year the students held a nonschool uniform day. The money raised
from this went towards the Red Cross
humanitarian/world peace appeal to
help refugees worldwide.

A two-year ‘synodal’ process, is taking place in the
Catholic Church. This has been called by Pope Francis to
listen to, and better understand, the views and opinions
of the people of the world.
The first phase of the process is a time of listening in
our schools and colleges. Students had a number of
questions to answer, which they have done during class
discussions or during chapel visits which went to the
bishop, before being sent to the Pope himself.
Commissioning at the Cathedral for the student Chaplains
had to be cancelled this academic year because of COVID.
However this has not stopped children signing up to be
part of the Chaplaincy. To celebrate this we held our own
Chaplaincy Commissioning Service for the 18 students
who signed up.

Fun & Fundraising with SVP
From Easter egg hunts to non-uniform days and cake sales, students at St.
Joseph’s have been super busy this term raising money for charities in a bid
to help others across the world.
On 18th March students had a non-school uniform day and held a cake
sale to raise money for the Ukraine appeal. We raised a massive
£2,591.22 for the Red Cross, which will help those who are suffering as a
result of the war.
We’ve also made Easter gift bags for the senior citizens of St. Mary’s
Parish in Swindon, which have been given to Father Michael to present
to Parishioners.

Celebration of Sport
Thursday 24th March not only brought a very early sports day, we were
also treated to an early Summer! The weather was truly glorious and
allowed for superb sporting performances and a great day for all.
Congratulations to all of the students for their efforts!
The day’s activities challenged students in their sporting and general
knowledge, creativity, sportsmanship and celebrated competitive spirit!
And by the end of the day the results in each year group were extremely
close. This year we also introduced some more imaginative events
which had not featured before. The ‘Long Jump With Style’ meant that
students were scored on their moves and shapes in the air as opposed
to the length of the jump, and the KS3 ‘bespoke kit fashion show’ really
brought out the showmanship element, as students strutted along the
catwalk in front of the judges!
Students were also able to try out Mixed Martial Arts, courtesy of Matt
Fiddes Martial Arts, and Rock Climbing thanks to the guys from 270
Climbing.
Congratulations to our winning Tutor Groups to individual medal
winners who took part in the Olympic event at the County Ground!

The Emmaus Project
Our school communities in the Clifton Diocese have a unique opportunity to become involved
in a project that will reach out to thousands of young people and their families in the Masaka
District of South-Western Uganda. Working alongside the International Tree Foundation and
the Masaka and District Land Care Chapter, we aim to provide independent water resources
for 23 schools. With the potential help of the family of Clifton schools we have the possibility
of reaching out to thousands of young people, their peers and their families. The college has
joined 23 schools in the Diocese to support this project. We are delighted to say that we
have sent £918 to the Emmaus Project. We are looking forward to meeting Stephen Whelan
as a guest speaker in the summer term to further support our development of the project
and links with our schools in Uganda.

‘Fantastic results from our gymnasts in this week’s gymnastics competition
at LPA. The students went into the competition with great confidence and
performed to a fantastic standard. For some of these students, it was
their first gymnastics competition and they all performed really well, and
should be extremely proud of their achievements. The superstars that
represented the school were:
Year
Year
Year
Year

7: Leah, Isabela, Salma, Libby, Venissa, Jaisa and Vaakini
8: Skye, Elizabeth and Olivia
9: Saphiya
10: Karolina

A special well done to the following for achieving fantastic results and
winning a medal overall: Olivia (Bronze), Elizabeth (Silver), Salma (Gold),
Libby (Gold), Saphiya (Gold) and Karolina (Gold).

Elevate & Extend
At St. Joseph’s we believe in academic excellence and consistently work to ensure
students at all levels have the opportunity to achieve their full potential.
We also understand that our students are individuals and thrive academically in different
environments. Our new Elevate & Extend programme began last Autumn, offering students the
opportunity to enhance and develop their skills and knowledge by working in small groups with
teachers outside of school hours. The Elevate programme has been designed for our KS3 students
who, in addition to classroom based learning, are paired up with a KS4 mentor who supports them
throughout the 10 week programme.

Kathryn Burn ~ The Apprentice
Our Business Studies students had a lesson with a difference on
22nd March, when local Entrepreneur and ‘The Apprentice’ finalist,
Kathryn Burn, came into the College to share her success story.
Students also had the opportunity to ask Kathryn questions and
our roaming reporters from the College Chronicles were given an
exclusive interview where they asked her a number of questions
about The Apprentice, her business, and her life.
Firstly, what does she do? Kathryn owns a pyjama business which
she started four years ago called ‘My Christmas Pyjamas’, and
recently opened a new summer range of pyjamas under a new
business name: My Everyday Pyjamas. When asked, she said she
would eventually merge the two businesses together, as they sell
the same type of product.
We then asked about her life and what inspired her. After all, why
pyjamas? She explained that when she was living in Australia she
was heading home for Christmas and wanted the family to have
matching pyjamas. However, she was finding it difficult to find
matching sets for the whole family. Thus, she started her business.
She began posting pictures on Instagram and eventually received
enough attention that people started placing orders

Being a Mentor, by Alisha Kadete
The mentoring programme allows students in Year
10 to mentor KS3 students. Mentees are guided
through a booklet which covers a range of areas
including: organisation and remaining ambitious
about their goals at school, lesson engagement
and socialising.
Not only does the programme provide all of these
things for the mentees, it’s also rewarding for the
mentors themselves. Being a mentor or mentee
can improve your life, in and outside of school. If
you are a person that finds it hard to talk to others,
taking time out to have ‘one on one’ conversations
with someone who genuinely wants to improve
can elevate your own confidence, which is useful
in school and in everyday life.
My year group lost the ma jority of our year 8/9
school life due to lockdown, so we didn’t have a
mentor who could give an unbiased perspective
and I think many students could have benefited
from that. So being able to provide that for
another student brings a sense of comfort. Being
a mentor means you can teach your mentee lots
of things, however you can learn from them as
well, because there are some lessons that are
always worth learning - no matter your age! My
experience with the mentoring programme is
something I would do again without hesitation!
It gives you the chance to help others and I’m
grateful to have been a part of it.

“Every week invol ved something different at the
Elevate programme! I enjoyed many sessions
of literacy, numeracy and well-being. I mostly
enjoyed reading and exploring our book, ‘The
Boy Who Biked the World’ because it showed
me anyone can achieve what they want to if they
try hard enough. Numeracy sessions helped me
feel more confident in my maths lessons too.”
“Miss Wayne-Barwell was a really kind and
generous teacher that always helped with the
work and if we couldn’t work something out,
she would tell us not to give up! I also liked that
we were in small groups as it felt calming and
allowed me to focus better.
“My favourite part of the programme was the
opportunity to have a mentor. The mentors
were really kind and they helped if we had any
problems; whether that be school-based or
other. My mentor listened to my worries, as well
as listening to me read books and supporting
me with my homework. I felt like I could talk to
my mentor as if they were my friend.
“I feel I have made a big achievement as a new
St. Joseph’s student after completing the Elevate
programme, I have been able to let go of my
worries and want to further become a good role
model for other students.”
Oliwia, Year 7

Kathryn was a student at Dorcan Academy studying Food Tech,
Dance and Media for her GCSEs, which don’t really have a direct
link to her current business - she said it herself. Her drive to start
her own business was to be her own boss so no one was telling her
what to do. She mentioned she previously worked for Nationwide,
and Bank of America and spoke about how managing your own
business has its benefits, such as having your own schedules,
but also cons too. When asked about how she deals with lacking
motivation, she confidently advised: ‘Don’t get stressed over things
you can’t help, work hard and don’t give up.’ She’s proud of the
obstacles she’s overcome to have the business she has today.
Kathryn likes to travel, but also admitted to having a duty towards
being carbon neutral, therefore she stock-buys her product before
release. She was motivated to go on ‘The Apprentice’ since she
needed an early investment and what better way than from a
show she loves to watch herself? Her favourite tasks from the show
included: going to Wales, the game task and of course, the Finals!
Kathryn was a lovely person to have interviewed, with passion
and determination oozing as she speaks, the College Chronicles
found it very honouring to have gotten the opportunity! And, most
importantly, her business’ USP (unique selling proposition) centres
around having matching PJs for dogs. So, all this would
not be possible without her toy poodle, Pickle!

Student Q&A session
Did you struggle to grow
your business?
My
Christmas
Pyjamas
grew quite naturally, I think
because it was a unique
product at the time. I know
it’s not always going to be
that easy, but it’s important
not to be put off when selling
a product that is already on
the market. If you work hard
enough, you will make the
sales and your business will
be successful.
What was the hardest part
of opening and growing
your business?
Definitely
to
remain
motivated when sales drop.
It’s easy to just give up,
but I’ve always been a very
driven person.
Do you plan to start up any
other businesses?
Not at the moment. Right
now I’m just focused on My
Everyday Pyjamas.
What inspired you to go on
The Apprentice?
I saw it as an opportunity
to grow my business – I had
nothing to lose so I just went
for it! It’s definitely a lot
harder than it looks though!

Celebrating 25 years of World Book Day!
UNESCO introduced World Book Day in 1995 as a celebration of books and reading.
We began celebrating World Book Day in the UK in 1997; 25 years on it remains an
event that introduces children to the benefits reading offers and gives every child a
chance to own their own book.
After missing last year’s WBD, the students of St Joseph’s celebrated the anniversary of this
amazing day in style! There was a multitude of Mockingjay symbols around the school which
made up three words from the Hunger Games trilogy, linking to
the English Department’s theme for the day, and a Title Quest
where members of staff displayed their favourite book title
in their classroom window or on their lanyard. The students
who unscrambled the words from the Mockingjay hunt and
who collected the most book titles from their teachers were
awarded prizes. The library received a box of free books from
the National Literacy Trust, all of which were taken by eager
students. They also hosted a showcase of student creations
related to their favourite literature – from paper airplane
book reviews to character drawings and abstract displays
from their favourite book series.
We congratulate everybody that took part in the WBD
activities and hope to make all the more of a buzz next year!

Praying for Peace

To raise awareness of the
humanitarian crisis in
the Ukraine and support
fundraising, our Key Stage
3 English students studied
a poem by Poet Laureate,
Simon Armitage, called
‘Resistance,’ written about
the recent invasion of
Ukraine.
Students then wrote their
own poems inspired by
‘Resistance.’ Amelie Ward,
9H, wrote this outstanding
poem called
‘The Thunder is Gone’.

Keeping our
students
street safe
On 16th March, 34 year 10 and 11
girls took part in a self-defence
session delivered by Nick Tuckett
and endorsed by Swindon Borough
Council. The aims of the session
were for students to learn how
to disengage in confrontation,
create distance and find safety or
help if ever they felt unsafe.
We also looked at the theoretical
situations of self-defence and
breaking contact techniques,
the legalities and protections
we have in law, and at the end
of the session students were
each given a personal safety
alarm. Feedback has been really
positive, with many saying they
felt more prepared for life outside
of school.
We will be booking in another
session for term 6 for both year
10 and 11. If any students are
interested please see Miss Jones,
the pastoral team or your AHOY.

