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Welcome
Welcome to St. Joseph’s Catholic College.
It is a special place with a proud history
and an exciting future.
A question I ask parents new to the
College is: what do you want for your
child? There are many answers, but they
usually include the wish for them to be
happy and to do well. That is what we
aim to achieve for every young person
who joins our community here at St.
Joseph’s.
We offer a safe environment with
outstanding facilities. It is a place where
the uniqueness of each individual is
cherished and where
all students are challenged to achieve
their very best.
To prepare them for their future, we also
seek to build in our students a spiritual
awareness, self-confidence, strength of
character and an enterprising spirit.
Visitors to St. Joseph’s often comment on
the calm, purposeful atmosphere in the
College and how welcoming they find the
environment.
Please come and see for yourself the
work that we do and the developments
that are taking place. You will see that
being part of St. Joseph’s means looking
towards the future with excitement and a
philosophy of continuous improvement
for the benefit of all our students.
We look forward to welcoming you to our
College community.
Mr P Hughes
Executive Principal

Academic Life and Learning
Environment
The primary purpose of our curriculum is to help each individual to develop fully as a complete
person. We endeavour to enable true growth so that each of our young people will make a positive
contribution to the common good. This means that we cater not only for the intellectual, but also
for the physical, spiritual, social and moral growth of the individual.
We aim to provide a curriculum that is broad, balanced and appropriate to the needs of the
individual, whilst also preparing each student for the next phase of education or training after
taking their GCSEs. We offer students the opportunity to grow and develop their talents and
abilities throughout their time with us.
At St. Joseph’s, we firmly believe in meeting the individual needs of all our students, whether they
have English as an additional language, are gifted and talented, have special educational needs or
are young carers. The College has dedicated specialists in all these areas, who work with parents,
carers and students to ensure that they have the support they require.
We also educate our students about the wealth of opportunities that are available to them after
their GCSEs. Our comprehensive Careers Information and Guidance programme provides chances
for students to meet a wide range of employers and occupations.

Ethos, Values and
Pastoral Care
Collective worship is informed by scripture, church,
teaching respect for the rule of law and
democracy in Britain. We make no apologies for
explicitly expounding what some may call
traditional values which call upon us as a
community to respect ourselves, respect others
and respect our environment.
The Religious Education, Citizenship and Life Skills
programmes of study help to provide students
with an understanding of the political, legal and
economic function of an adult society and to
develop a social and moral awareness. It is about
enabling people to reflect critically on issues in
society and have the knowledge to make a
difference for themselves and their communities,
locally and globally.
Life Skills incorporates the Personal, Social and
Health Education (PSHE) programme of study,
ensuring that young people acquire the
knowledge, understanding and skills they need to
manage their lives, now and into the future. This
will include work on anti-bullying, keeping safe on
the internet, sex and relationships education,
drugs, physical and mental health, social and
economic wellbeing, careers and community
cohesion.
Our Pastoral Team includes a dedicated student
manager for each year group, who is focused on
providing the right care for every student. Along
with the form tutor and the Head of Pastoral, they
will guide our young people through the problems
and opportunities they face.
All of our staff want students to leave our College
with good academic qualifications, personal
resilience and a sense of spirituality and moral
responsibility for the consequences of their
decisions on the lives of others.

Latest Ofsted Report - January 2018:
"In different year groups and subjects, pupils apply themselves to their studies.
They behave well and share positive relationships with staff. This is because
leaders have created an orderly school environment, underpinned by the Catholic
faith that forms a key part of the school’s identity.”

“Pupils who spoke with inspectors reported that they feel safe in school.
One reason for this is that they feel open and comfortable speaking to
staff should they have any worries. They are highly positive about the
pastoral support they receive. The school’s culture promotes this
openness.”
“Teachers across the school demonstrate good subject knowledge. Consequently,
they teach with confidence and question pupils effectively to challenge
misconceptions. Pupils respond well to this teaching and engage with tasks in a
focused, studious way.”

The St. Joseph's Experience
Whilst there are expected similarities between St.
Joseph’s and any other secondary school, we do have
certain characteristics that mean we are able to offer
an experience for your child that is different to any
other in North Wiltshire.
As a Catholic College, our faith is important and its
values inform our actions as a community. Students
are taught the benefits of reflection through daily acts
of prayer and worship, which help to develop the
habits of reviewing, processing and improving upon all
our actions.
This spiritual life has an outward expression in the work
of our Chaplaincy Team, which comprises of College
staff and the student body. This team leads the charity
work, an important feature of our lives in which all
students participate. It encourages us to consider the
conditions in which others live and to do something
constructive to help them. Annually the College selects
different charities to support, influenced by the
College’s work in the community in the previous year.
Additionally, the College’s vibrant Performing Arts
productions provide some of the highlights of our year.
With an established tradition of producing annual
musical theatre productions such as The Lion King,
Bugsy Malone and A Night at the Musicals, students of
all ages and abilities participate in large scale
productions, often with over 200 hundred students
taking part.
We pride ourselves on giving everyone a chance to be
a star! The range of opportunities on offer ensure that
there is something for everyone, so that all can
develop the skills and confidence to perform to an
audience.
Students who enjoy sport are also well catered for –
we have active teams for netball, football, rounders,
cricket and athletics. Our school teams play locally and
have competed at county and regional level, with
some teams going on tour. Sport at St Joseph’s is not
just about those who compete in teams – our annual
‘Celebration of Sport’ day gives everyone the
opportunity to build their confidence and experience
new activities such as climbing, caving, cycling, Danish
longball, zumba, martial arts and yoga.

An intrinsic part of the St. Joseph’s offer is our
participation in the Duke of Edinburgh award
scheme. A number of our students will have
gained both the Bronze and Silver awards
before leaving St. Joseph’s in Year 11, which is a
significant achievement unmatched by many
other institutions. A large number of our
students go onto achieve the highly prized Gold
award.
Subject areas also offer extra- curricular
opportunities. Each week, students are able to
attend enrichment activities that range from
performance and sport to creative writing, art,
scientific exploration, crafts, Warhammer and
many others. Our list of clubs varies from year
to year, largely driven by requests from
students.
There are local and regional competitions, such
as the Maths Challenge and the Magistrates’
Mock Trial Competition. Different subject areas
offer the chance to go on trips, such as
Geography or History field trips to European
battlefields.

Our College Community
Our community is founded on the Christian
values expressed in the Gospels: peace, justice
and love. These values underpin everything that
we do within the school, binding us together as a
community.
We consider each persona as special and unique
and we recognise and respond to their potential
for growth.
The continuing success of our school is based on
the positive partnership between parents and the
college. The active involvement of parents in the
life of the school brings a warmth and vitality to
our community and we recognise the crucial role
which parents have to play in the education of
their children.
We believe that parents choose St. Joseph’s
because they share in our insistence on the
highest standards of behaviour and self-discipline.
The College will work with you to ensure your child
is achieving at every stage of their education and
you will be given access to an online resource
which includes key information about your child’s
progress. We will also keep you informed of wider
events through our website and social media
accounts.
We want you as involved as possible in your child’s
progress through their secondary school
experience, through specific events and evenings
as well as on a more day-to-day basis.
To find out more about what it is to be a student
at St. Joseph’s, please come to our open evening
or visit the College for a tour during the working
day so that you can see the College in action for
yourself.

Contact Us
You can contact us using a variety of
methods, such as email, phone, or
visit our website for more information
about what makes St. Joseph's so
unique.
info@stjosephscollege.net
www.stjosephscollege.net
01793 714 200
Don't forget to follow our social
accounts, where you can stay up to
date with the latest news from St.
Joseph's:
/sjccswindon
@stjosephscc
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