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Dear Parents and Carers,
We all know how unusual and
difficult this year has been, so I am
not going to write very much about
how our current situation in school is
different to previous years. Instead, I
think it’s important to remind
ourselves of the things that have
stayed the same, that have remained
unchanged despite all the challenges
individuals, families and communities
have been faced with.
In particular, the dedication to
learning that your children
demonstrate on a daily basis
continues to be a joy to see. We were
concerned that the period of national
school closure may have dented this,
but that really has not turned out to
be the case. The new year 7 students
are, just as in previous years,
brimming with curiosity and
enthusiasm, full of questions about

any topic you care to mention, and
keen to do well in whatever tasks
are set for them. This does not just
apply to year 7, of course. As our
students get older, their dedication
to learning shows itself in different
ways. For example, year 11 students
may now lack the overt enthusiasm
shown by year 7, but the quieter,
more serious manner in which they
have settled back into school will
serve them well whatever this year
holds for them.
The dedication of all the St.
Joseph’s staff to ensuring that all
students are safe, happy, and
making good progress in their
learning has also continued
undiminished. If anything, the
extraordinary efforts made by so
many staff in a range of roles
across the college to ensure that we
can now operate as safely as

possible, and that lessons are taking
place in as ‘normal’ a manner as
possible, has further highlighted the
strength and dedication that exists in
the college community.
These enduring qualities are evident
throughout this newsletter.
Extraordinary work is being done by
the student chaplaincy team, the
student leadership team, and
individual staff who are determined
to still offer as enriched an
opportunity as possible to our
students, and I hope you enjoy
reading about their work.
Jerry Giles
Head of School

It feels good to be back!
Student Chaplains from all year groups wanted to say a huge thank you to all the Staff at St. Joseph’s for
all the work and effort that has gone into making sure we are all safe, and able to learn in a “new normal”.
A PowerPoint had been developed for this and was shared in the Staff and Student & Parent/Carer
briefing.

Remembering Jordan
The Student Chaplains would like to remember Jordan D'Mello, who sadly passed away at the start of the
summer holidays. Jordan, was a welcomed Student Chaplain member, who will be sorely missed. The
Chaplains have all written individual prayers. These will be collated and hand written, and displayed in the
Chapel. A beautiful tribute for a wonderful student.

Student Chaplaincy, but not as we know it
I am delighted to say that amongst all the hurdles and barriers, we have been able to start Student
Chaplaincy. At present, Year 9 Chaplains are able to meet on a weekly basis, every Tuesday after
College. Chaplains in other year groups, have been able to offer their Services, in a number of remote
tasks.
We organised the Harvest Festival for the end of term and have many other exciting projects ahead in
term 2. Students are welcome to email Mrs Mobey with any further suggestions on how we can all ensure
Collective Worship and our Gospel Values are still very much part of our College life.
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Promo Video - Virtual Open Evening
We'd like to say a huge 'thank you' to all of the staff and
students involved in the production of the promo video. As
with all of the other changes imposed by Covid regulations,
cancellation of larger scale events has been one of them.
We were really disappointed when we found that the Year 6
Open Evening could no longer be held, as it's such a popular
event in our calendar. So, we had to think outside of the box
and find 1an alternative that still allowed people to see an
introduction to life at St. Joseph's.
We worked with an external filmmaker to produce this video
for the College and also held a 'live' Q&A session on our
Facebook page. The video, along with additional information,
can now be found on our website under the 'Primary
Transition' tab.
There is lots of information about admissions to St. Joseph's on
our website, but if you have any other queries, you can contact
Ms. Ferris (Admissions Officer): mferris@stjosephscollege.net.

Dance BTEC Level 1/2
We are delighted that we have a class of Year 9 students who have just started this course, and we are
really pleased to welcome back Ms. Brewser, our Dance Instructor.

Do you want to learn an instrument or learn how to sing?
If you would like to learn an instrument we would love to encourage you to do this! Swindon Music CoOperative are still operating instrumental and singing lessons via zoom. You can find their contact details
online. Please do get in touch with them if you are interested as soon as possible!

Our Lady
October is the month of the Rosary. Some classes have recited the Rosary in RE lessons during the last
week of term one.

Student Leadership Remains Vital
Following on from successful programmes in the last couple of years, the College remains committed to
ensuring opportunities for students to show leadership skills. Rather than having cross-year groups of
students, the programme this year will keep students with others in their year group in line with College
policy and we will be asking for students to volunteer for a more student-voice approach in the medium
term by representing their Tutor Group. Meetings will take place during lunchtimes and will give students
the opportunity to feedback and make suggestions about all aspects of the College.
Alongside this, the Leadership Passport, on pages 8 onwards of your child’s planner, gives students the
chance to work towards our Leadership Certificates by showing skills both inside and outside the
classroom. We hope to celebrate this later in the academic year. If you have any questions or queries
related to Student Leadership, then please get in touch with Mr Matyla, Head of Student Leadership via
email amatyla@stjosephscollege.net
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Keeping Performing Arts Live in Schools
This term has brought lots of changes to St Joseph’s, not least the way we have adapted our lessons to
enable our students to still access practical music lessons. With all the science around singing/not singing
we are taking the ‘safe’ approach to delivering Music in the curriculum through theory, listening and
keyboards. Each year group have their own ‘trolley’ of keyboards to use and we have also been very
overwhelmed with the support of our students, parents and senior staff in enabling the students to use a
virtual piano on their mobile devices as well. We have truly pulled together as a united front to prove that
anything is possible with the right attitude!
We are also looking at the possibility of virtual Performing Arts Clubs after half term – we will put details
about this in the Student and Parent/Carer Briefing.

Reflections
Staff Reflections are still going ahead. Instead of meeting on a Monday morning, Staff have volunteered to
write and share prayers and their own thoughts, based on each week. These Reflections have now been
offered to the Student Chaplains, who will be writing their own thoughts and will be shared each week with
the briefings.

The God Who Speaks
The God who speaks Scripture is at the very centre of our church and should be a part of our everyday
lives. The bible shows us how to understand our world and live in harmony together. Due to Covid 19
some scripture-based events that were planned in the diocese did not take place.
The RE department have responded to this through the introduction of a new topic in year 7. In term 1,
all year 7 students studied the history, nature and importance of the Bible. This included a detailed
study of scripture and other Catholic sources of wisdom and authority, including the Catechism.

October 12th the Beatification of Carlo Acutis
In the same basilica that holds the remains of St. Francis, Italy's most well-known saint, Carlo Acutis
became the first millennial to be beatified. “May the venerable Servant of God Carlo Acutis, layman...
From now on, may he be called Blessed.” His parents and siblings were in the front row at the ceremony.
There has been great interest an enthusiasm amongst our students in RE about the beatification of Carlo
Acutis on the 10th of October 2020. In Year 9 and 10 RE lessons, we have watched videos of his life and had
wonderful discussions. Carlo is an inspiration for our young Catholic community, particularly as he had
achieved so much by the time of his death in 2006 at 15 years old. It is a wonderful opportunity for our
students to engage and discuss their faith. Here are some links below, so that you can continue the
conversation as a family.
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=HFmj9Fw6Acw
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PLFusUobkJ4
Further Dates:
The Education Mass on 10th November 2020 will be a virtual or recorded mass.
The commissioning of the chaplaincy teams on 13th November 2020 at Clifton Cathedral will also be
a virtual or recorded mass.
Sunday 22nd November is National Youth Sunday.
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Cameron Parker Webinar
On Tuesday, 6 October GCSE POD held a webinar with motivational speaker Cameron Parker. Cameron
delivers motivational speeches and workshops inspiring over 100,000 people and has become the UK’s
number one school motivational speaker. Cameron didn’t have an easy childhood as his Mum kicked him
out and his Dad was always away with work, so he stayed with his Gran until she passed while he was in
year 11. After this, he went down the wrong path until he knew he wanted to turn his life around. So, he
found something he was passionate about, American football representing the UK, and it led him to
something that he believes was his calling.
Cameron presented his ideas of the importance of setting goals and having realistic and unrealistic dreams.
He gave us tools, such as, learning new habits for revision. How to plan a healthy sleeping schedule. He also
gave us tips in how to do short but effect revision techniques, for example, listening to a GCSE POD on the
way to and from school and doing an hour a day of some sort of revision could get done over 100 hours of
revision until year 11 GCSEs. He also helped to calm nerves for people haven’t got goals and made us realise
that experiencing new things may help you to decide what you like to do and would like to carry on doing.
The webinar was very engaging for everyone and my parents watched with me. The hour wasn’t just facts
and figures, everyone was included with questions, answers, and the chat which he was responding to. After
Cameron’s webinar ended, I felt motivated and more determined to do what I can and get the grades I’m
hoping for. I plan to use all the skills and information to help to achieve them.
Written by Neve in 11D

Here’s the link to the webinar recording of the ‘Motivation and Mindset’ webinar by Cameron
Parker https://youtu.be/n7wPciZkL8U
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Year 11's - What They Missed!
On Tuesday 6th October, the renowned, world-class, youth coach and speaker Cameron Parker delivered a
webinar on GCSE Pod. The webinar was all about “Motivation and Mindset” The webinar was one hour which
prepared young students to help them get motivated when they feel they really could not be bothered.
Cameron talked about the challenges that we face as students face and how to overcome them.
One-point Cameron emphasises is our habits. Cameron tells us how important they really are; he explains
that good habits are the foundation of being successful. One habit that would benefit us all is to get enough
sleep as this refreshes the body and that your body gets the rest it needs ready for a productive day!
Cameron also encourages us to spend an extra hour in school every day, as it will help us focus on our
revision as we’re already in an environment made for learning and supports us to make full use of all the
learning resources and help that is accessible to us.
Later in the webinar Cameron talked about anxiety and stress and all the emotions that we as students are
experiencing. Cameron tells us to make use of all the opportunities that we get. Cameron told us how he
regretted not getting enough GCSEs. Cameron tells us that no matter what our dreams and goals are they
are all achievable if we put in that little bit of extra effort in! If we wake up early every day, if we spend that
extra hour in school every day, if we read every day. Cameron gave us an understanding of our future and
the motivation to keep going forward.
In conclusion, you should really take these habits into account, and consider how to go forward with your
life, as Cameron says your reaction to an action is how well you will take these ideas in and use them for
your own motivation. You should remain positive and give your best shot at everything even if you don’t
like a subject. It is your response that will determine how well you do. Keep this in mind as you go about
your day as your positive mind set to the most challenging situation is more than enough to bring about
productive change.
Written by Franson in 11A and Doran in 11B

Laudato Si
It is a special anniversary year of Laudato Si which will be celebrated until the 24th of May 2021. The diocese
has asked that we recognise this important encyclical in our schools and College. Pope Francis calls on us to
consider how we use the planet’s resources so we can transform our relationships and live in harmony with
God. The RE department have responded to this by learning about the importance of this encyclical as part
of our topic on Catholic Social teachings in Year 10.

Performing Arts Activities
We are really hoping to restart our choirs and other Performing Art clubs as soon as it is safe to do so.
Please be patience whilst we wait for that time. In the meantime, what about learning an instrument or
singing at home?

Class Mass
Collective worship is such an important part of the Catholic life of the College. Unfortunately, students have
not had the opportunity to celebrate year group mass together as in previous years. However, the RE
department will give each class the experience of collective worship in one RE lesson, where students will
participate in a virtual mass from Clifton Cathedral. https://cliftoncathedral.org/
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Languages Immersion Summer Challenge
Over the summer holidays the Languages Department set a summer challenge, open to all students in
years 7-11. There was a selection of activities to complete, ranging from listening to a radio programme in
French/Italian to finding a recipe online, trying it out and following the instructions in French/Italian.
A huge well done to students for successfully completing the summer challenge. Fantastico! The following
participants have been awarded certificates:

Bronze Certificate
Arda C 9I
Kaira F 9G
Elvis G 8C
Megan P 9G
David P 8B
Alexander R 8F
Isaac R 9H

Gold Certificate
Leanne G 10I
Lucia J8I
Diva W 8J

Swindon Stories and Swindon Wildcats: Competition Overview
The Swindon Wildcats and Swindon Stories are inviting you to take part in our fantastic
competition, to create your own piece of work on the Swindon Wildcats! You could create any of
the following:
A short story (either of your own creation, or picking your favourite book and swapping the
main character for a Wildcat/famous sports star)
A comic strip
A poem
TikTok/other video performance (age 13+ with appropriate parentla permission)
Prizes are: a signed Wildcats jersey (one for the overall winner), a set of books for each
category of winners, stationary and a set of books for your school.
Submit your entries to Dave Ridley at Swindon Wildcats in the Community at Hockey Office, The
Link Centre, Whitehill Way, Swindon SN5 7DL or get a parent to email your entry to
Dave.Ridley@swindonwildcats.com with:
Your name:
Your age:
Your school:
Get your entries in by 9th November!
Note: for TikTok videos, there is a parent/carer consent form that needs to be completed. You
can get this from the email address detailed above.
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