Date: 27 Feb & 22 May
Year: 7

Local Adventure to Avebury & Lacock
Approximate Cost: £8.00

Year 7 have the opportunity to explore
the cultural gems that exist in our local
area, while also developing their team
work skills to complete activities and
challenges. School A will go on this visit
in February and School B in May.
Just 20 minutes out of Swindon, pupils
can be transported to a Neolithic
monument that is 5,000 years old.
Avebury Henge is one of the largest stone
circles in Europe. Here they will be able to
touch artefacts that were created by our
Stone Age ancestors and walk in their
footsteps as they explore the ancient site,
in attempt to understand the mystery
behind these monuments. They will
discover the history of the site and learn
about the legends that surround it.
The site of many films and TV shows,
Lacock is the quintessential English village
and a visit to it will make the students feel
they have gone back in time. They will
explore the Abbey, museums and the
village itself. Completing a challenging
treasure hunt will ensure that no site of
interest is unseen.
Pupils will be expected to show
independence skills during the day, as
they work with their friends to complete
tasks. They will also need to be well
prepared for the day, sensibly dressed in
non-uniform clothing that is appropriate
for outdoor activities and stocked up with
food! There will be opportunities for a
picnic, so a packed lunch will be
necessary.

Date: 27 Feb & 25 May
Year: 7

Product Design Entrepreneur Challenge Day
Approximate Cost: £0.00

Year 7 will be given the opportunity to
experience the demands of
manufacturing industry through a fun
group activity that will test their grasp of
design, technology, marketing and
presenting. School B will take part in
February and School A in May.
We have a challenge for you. There are 25
teams. And only one can win.
Your challenge is to solve a real life design
problem. As a team you will:





Design a product.
Make the product.
Package and market it a
Make sure that it makes a profit.

For the whole day, half of the year group
will complete this challenge. They will be
in put into small teams and given the
opportunity to apply themselves and
create the best all round solution to the
problem set. How well they can organise
themselves will be as important as the
quality of their ideas and their skills at
design and construction.
All students will using the knowledge and
skills learnt from subjects such as Design
& Technology, Art & Design, Business
Studies and Computing to create a
product and marketing campaign.
At the end of the day, all the groups will
display their work in the gym and all
students will get to vote for the best
team.
Who will be the champions?

Date: 10 July
Year: 7

Summer Expedition – France or Wales
Approximate Cost: £66.25 (France) or £10.00 (Wales)

Year 7 will embark on a summer
expedition together, either to
continental Europe, with a day visit to
the historic harbour city of Boulogne in
France, or to Wales.
Year 7 students who choose to go to France
will set off in the very early hours of the
morning on two coaches that will take
them to Folkestone, where they will catch
the Shuttle train to take them beneath the
English Channel to France. They will then
drive to Boulogne, where they will explore
this city, visiting historic sites and putting
their French language skills into action in
the shops and market places. The day will
also include a walk to the beautiful beach,
where students can relax with their friends.
There are only places for 88 students on
this expedition and places will be awarded
on a first come, first served basis. A valid
passport will be necessary for this visit.
The rest of Year 7 will embark on a day visit
to Wales. They will travel back to the
Middle Ages by visiting two medieval
castles. They will have the chance to
explore the ruins with their friends,
learning about how these monumental
buildings were designed to protect their
owners against attack. They will be able to
eat their packed lunches in the grounds of
these historic sites. There will be
opportunities to visit gift shops and to bring
home souvenirs from a memorable day out.
Both visits will be conducted in nonuniform. Students should dress
appropriately for the summer weather and
outdoor activities.

Date: 27 Feb
Year: Year 8

Solving Puzzles & Building Bonds
Approximate Cost: £10:00

Year 8 students will get the chance to
take part in two half day activities
designed to test their minds and develop
their skills.
The Mathematics team will organise a
session of puzzles and games that will
challenge the students to change the way
they think about problems, in order for
them to discover the joy of finding the
correct solution. A wide variety of puzzles
and games will be worked through, both
individually and in teams. Minds should
be stretched, but in a fun way.
The other activity will take the students
outside of the College site. To give the
students a chance to interact in a
different environment, they will be taken
to the Shaw Ridge Ten Pin Bowling
Centre. The competitive session will
promote problem solving and to consider
what values are needed for group work. It
will also help students recognise the need
for mutual motivation and
encouragement. They will be placed
outside of their comfort zone, taking part
in an activity with their peers. Hopefully
fun will be had, further strengthening the
pastoral links between the students and
their teachers.
This will be a full uniform visit and
students who are off site in the afternoon
will need to make sure they have a
packed lunch or purchase food to take
with them in the morning.

22nd of May 2020

Date:
Year:

8

Activity Title: Multi-faith Day
Approximate Cost: £3

We invite year 8 students to partake in a
day of exploration and learning of world
religions. They will see how there are
multiple faith traditions in our local
community and they will undertake a
journey through these communities, to
learn about the beliefs that they hold
dear.
Year 8 students will reflect on the beliefs
that have shaped the world, considering
different religious philosophies and
having the opportunity to question
experts in different faiths.
Year 8 students will partake in workshops
and listen to guest speakers from
different faiths for example Rabbi Zvi
from our Jewish Community.
At 12:15 students will walk to visit Christ
Church and listen to a guest speaker
about Christian beliefs and practices. They
will also have Art activities and quizzes
throughout the day.
All students will return to school by 3pm.
As the students will be representing St.
Joseph’s in the local community we would
like them to wear full uniform. They
should be sensibly dressed, with
comfortable foot wear. They will also
need to bring a packed lunch, to keep
their energy levels high.

Date: 10 July
Year: 8

Survival Challenge
Approximate Cost: £10.00

A day trip to get Year 8 into one of our
nearby sites of natural beauty, to have
fun and develop their team work skills.
All of year 8 will embark on a series of
survival challenges in a wild environment.
We will be travelling to a secret woodland
location and dropping groups off at
different locations. Each team will have to
reach a rendezvous point and collect
points along the way. There will be a
mixture of physical and intellectual tasks
for each team to earn points.
Pupils will need to wear sensible outdoor
clothing, and bring their own lunches.
This activity mixes the great outdoors and
the thrill of an escape room all within the
local area.
The pupils will develop a range of skills
including communication, leadership and
field navigation.

Date: 27 Feb & 10 July Activity: Natural History Museum, London
Year: 9

Cost: £10.00

A day trip to one of the most famous and
exciting museums in Britain, to be
amazed by the beauty and splendour of
the natural world. School B in February
and School A in July.
Year 9 students will travel to South
Kensington in London to explore the awe
inspiring collection of artefacts that
demonstrate the beauty of the natural
world and tell the story of the history of
our planet.
Students will deepen their understanding
of Science and Geography by witnessing
interactive displays on the dinosaurs, the
evolution of humanity and the range of
flora and fauna across the world.
This is a full uniform visit and students will
need to bring a packed lunch, which will
be consumed in the Museum’s special
school picnic area.

Date: 22 May
Year: 9

Awe and Wonder Day
Approximate Cost: £12

Year 9 will experience a day visit to sites
that have inspired awe and wonder
throughout history. This is a chance for the
students to enjoy a day of cultural and
spiritual development with their friends.
We are so fortunate to live in an area
surrounded by inspiring buildings and
beautiful nature.
This trip combines the chance to explore
historic houses, natural landscapes and
ancient cathedrals with friends.
You may visit Winchester Cathedral, Lacock
Abbey, Bath Abbey, Salisbury Cathedral, Old
Sarum Castle amongst many other local
attractions.
The day will be an informal learning
opportunity to learn about our history and to
share this with your year group and
teachers. This is not a trip about worksheets
but one about actually touching history and
being part of our country’s heritage.
Students will attend in non-uniform, but
sensible outdoor clothing will be necessary,
as will a packed lunch.

Date: 27 Feb & 10 July
Year: 9

Activity: Careers at Cadbury World!
Approximate Cost: £15.00

Explore the real ‘Chocolate Factory’ and
discover how a career in sweets is
possible – School A in February and
School B in July.
A day trip to Birmingham for students to
discover how the nation’s favourite treats
are created, marketed and delivered to
the world. This is real life science – in an
area few young people think of as being
‘hi-tech’ or ‘cutting-edge.’ Yet they will
see the combination of science and
industry in action.
Students will explore the Cadbury factory,
learning about the location of industry,
the function of the Cadbury’s Science and
Technology department, the role of a
Sensory Evaluator and Health and Safety
in the workplace. They will also see how
much effort is put into the science of
marketing a product, to make it
irresistible to the public.
We aim to enthuse our students and give
them a focus on different careers that
may not be traditionally thought of as
‘science-related jobs’.
A packed lunch will be necessary. Sweet
teeth are not compulsory – but beware
the temptation of the gift shop!

Date: 22 May
Year: 10

Murder Mystery Day
Approximate Cost: £0.00

Who killed Mr Giles?
Year 10 will join the Science and English
Departments to investigate a murder
mystery. The day long activity will see
them become both detectives and crime
scene investigators.
Students will spend time in the lab
carrying out some of the jobs of a real-life
forensic pathologist. These will include:
analysing fibres from clothes pulls at the
scene, blood type analysis, finger print
identification and footprint preservation.
This is a great opportunity for students to
think about how qualifications in Science
can lead to different jobs within the
medical sector and police work.
They will also analyse a wide range of
clues and develop their critical thinking, in
an effort to discover a prime suspect in
the hunt for the killer of our beloved Head
of School. Will there be an arrest?

Date: 27 Feb
Year 10

Shakespeare Live!
Approximate Cost: £15.00

As Year 10 tackle the demands of William
Shakespeare’s wonderful plays and
poetry for their GCSE English Literature
examination, this day will give them the
opportunity to see the text come to life.
Shakespeare once famously wrote that
“all the world’s a stage”, and as we are all
critics of his play Macbeth, it is very
important that we see it in action in a
theatre setting!
Marvel at the horrifying and murderous
deeds undertaken by Macbeth as he
strives to seize and hold the throne of
Scotland. No one is safe from his
ambition.
A tale of black magic, murder, betrayal
and madness.
On the 27th February, students will have
the opportunity to travel to a local
theatre to watch an excellent
performance of Macbeth, which we
promise will be a very memorable
experience. It will help them to remember
the plotline and the key characters.
We urge them to come and see why
Shakespeare’s play is so popular, and join
us!

Date: 10 July

Financial Success Day

Year: 10

Approximate Cost: £0.00

As Year 10 prepare for their final year of
school, they are also preparing for an
independent life, in which the decisions
they make about personal finances will
play a big part in their happiness. This
day of workshops with external financial
experts will offer advice on how to be
clever with money and how to be
successful in world of marketing.
A team of financial advisers will spend
half the day introducing the students to
basic rules for a successful life of personal
finances. From interest rates to tax codes,
these engaging and knowledgeable
speakers will guide our students through
the financial minefields that await them in
the real world.
The other half of the day will be delivered
by the marketing team of Nationwide
Building Society. They will be allowing the
students to launch their own marketing
campaigns, after receiving expert
guidance on how to make an impact with
product advertising in the digital world.

Date: 22 November
Year: 11

Preparing for the Future Day
Approximate Cost: £0.00

Year 11 will have a day of workshops to
focus on the demands of their near future,
examinations and interviews. Whether for
education or employment, these students
will be assessed and scrutinised as they
have never been before. This day will
provide expert advice from national leaders,
to give the students a fresh and engaging
approach to stepping up to the demands of
Year 11 and beyond.
The day will be divided into two. One half will
be spent focusing on practical examination
preparation advice, given by the Positively
Mad Revision Company. The inspirational
speaker will talk through the steps that can
be taken by the students to secure the vast
amounts of detailed subject knowledge they
have accumulated over two years of study to
their long term memories. They should leave
this session equipped with revision strategies
that will help them with the January mock
examinations, as well as the summer
examinations.
The recruitment team from Nationwide will
be running the second half of the day.
Introducing the students to the demands of
applying for College places or future jobs.
The daunting tasks of creating a CV when you
feel you have no experience is talked through
by the experts who select professionals for
high powered roles. By the end of the
workshop every student will have a prototype document, ready to start their journey
into work. They will also reflect on the
challenges posed by the formal interview
process. Practical advice on how to make a
good impression by asking the right
questions and framing answers in the most
positive way will be given to the students.

Date: 27 Feb
Year: 11

Year 11 Wellbeing Day
Approximate Cost : £5.00

Year 11 are reaching a crucial point in their
studies, with the GCSE examinations almost
upon us. This day will focus on helping these
young people take a sensible approach to the
rising levels of stress and tension that come
with such times in life.
This day is designed to show our students how
to identify activities that will help their general
wellbeing for both the forthcoming
examinations and for life.
A range of workshops will be available
including product making with LUSH, football,
exercise, psychology, writing for pleasure,
volunteering, gardening and general wellbeing
techniques. We are also working with Empire
Cinemas for a private screening of a film just
for our students.
This day will be a non-uniform day with the
main aim of our students feeling content, calm
and relaxed with friends. It is hoped that they
will take something forward from the day
which will help them later in life.

