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As many parents will be aware, we
have enjoyed a number of key
events over the last few weeks as
we prepare for Christmas. Back in
October, the Education Mass in
Clifton Cathedral celebrated the
Year of Prayer that is now drawing
to an end, and also looked forward
to next year’s Year of Communion.

A number of events have also
been experienced by all students
as we prepare for Christmas.
For example, Year 7 and 8 went
to the cinema, returning to a
fantastic Christmas lunch.

Our Year 11 student leaders did
a wonderful job with the
decorations, music (and
One of the themes for the New Year karaoke!) and the event
will be working together and
genuinely built the sense of
building strength in our community. community and cooperation
between all those present.
Many events that happen in our
school fit in very well with that
In the meantime, I wish all
theme for particular groups of
members of the St. Joseph’s
students – those involved in
community a happy and
performance, Chaplaincy, clubs,
peaceful Christmas.
sports, and events such as the
Swindon Youth Festival all benefit
Mr Giles
greatly from their experiences.
Head of School

The Terrible Fate of Humpty Dumpty
Review by Maya in 7L
The play 'The Terrible Fate of Humpty Dumpty' by David Calcutt was performed to all the Year 7
and Year 9 students, by our very own Year 10 and Year 11 students. It was a very expressive play
about the impact of bullying and how it can have devastating consequences. I found it so
interesting to watch - the acting was brilliant! Most importantly, the message was very clear. If
you are being bullied, never suffer in silence. Talk to our amazing teachers or go to the Pastoral
Department if you are worried.

Science Club Fun
Science Enrichment Club has created a lot of buzz over the
past two terms. Students have used this opportunity to utilise
and explore their scientific skills and extend their
understanding of the science concepts that they learn in the
classroom.
Students have built models of DNA, made fruit cells and even
watched the reaction between the two dangerous elements,
sodium and chlorine, to make common table salt.

“Science club is fun, and I have enjoyed all the activities.
My favourite activity was making a snow globe."
Science Club runs every Tuesday from 3.00 - 4.00pm in B02.
Come and join us next term when we'll be making periscopes,
working with electric dough and possibly carrying out a
dissection!

Food Technology
Mrs Curran
It has been a very busy term for Food Tech, with students in Key Stage 3 making a variety
of savoury products and the occasional sweet treat. Meanwhile, the Year 11 GCSE students
have been working hard through their food investigation assessment which was
investigating ingredients used in making an emulsion in mayonnaise.
This term, the after-school cooking club focused on Italian cooking. Next term, we will be
enjoying the aromas and flavours of Indian cookery. Thank you to all the parents who
have provided ingrendients for your child, I hope you have been able to enjoy the
successes that I am so fortunate to see.
Happy festive season to you all!

Student Chaplaincy Commissioning
On Wednesday 18th November, a group of students went to Bristol Cathedral for the Student
Chaplaincy Commissioning. It was such a spiritual day. We were there with other primary and
secondary schools from our diocese.

The best part of the day was when
the secondary schools were invited to
speak with Bishop Declan about a
number of topics. We led the
discussions and both Mrs Barkham
and Mrs Mobey were so proud of us.
It was an honour to represent our
school. We received badges and
certificates on behalf of our
chaplaincy team and were
congratulated on the funds we raised
for Missio.

Careers Education in St. Joseph's
If you have looked at our website recently, you may have noticed an additional page under the
Curriculum tab. We would ask you to take a look at this page, as it contains information for
students, parents and carers, and anybody else who has an interest in what we deliver at St.
Joseph’s. It will not only give information about what we deliver, but will direct you to different
websites where you can research further information as students make decisions about their futures.
Careers education is delivered through our Citizenship programme from year 7 onwards. This is
supported by visits from employers or through trips. A very recent example of this took place on 22
November, when representatives from Nationwide came in for a day to work with our year 11
students on CV writing and preparing for interviews. These were superb sessions that were greatly
appreciated by all our students and we cannot thank Nationwide enough for all that they have done
for us.
Our Careers page is designed to respond to the needs of all our students, parents, carers and other
stakeholders, and will change from time-to-time. There is one page, however, that is still under
construction: the Alumni Page. This is where we would like to hear f rom you.
If you know anyone who is an ex-St. Joseph’s student, please could you tell them that we would love
to hear from them. When they leave us, our students go on to lead exciting lives and careers. We
would love to hear about what they are doing and to put a brief profile on the Alunni Page. It is also
an excellent way for people to keep up with what their old friends are doing! If anyone is interested
in participating in this project, please could you contact Kathryn Sanders on:
KSanders@stjosephscollege.net.
We look forward to hearing from you.

GCSE Music and Drama Concert
On Wednesday 6th November, the Year 10 and 11 GCSE Music and Drama students performed to
parents and friends. The evening consisted of music and drama pieces that the students are
currently preparing for their exam.

Year 11 Rock at Holy Family
The Year 11 GCSE Music Group were
invited to do a performance at Holy
Family Primary School. We travelled
over during our double Music lesson
and the students performed a
selection of solos, trios and band
numbers.
The Year 11's performed amazingly
and the students at Holy Family
really enjoyed the show.

Carol Singing at Gorse Hill Baptist Church
The College Singers were invited to sing at the Gorse Hill
Baptist Church Community Carol Service on Monday 9th
December. It was a really lovely event and the church
was packed. The students thoroughly enjoyed the evening
and they have been invited to take part again next year!

Christmas Concert 2019
On Wednesday 11th December the
117 students took to the stage for
our Annual Christmas Celebration
Concert. The hall was packed full
of family and friends for an
evening of song, dance and drama.
It was a fantastic night – Well done
to all!

Swindon Youth Festival of Literature 2019
Miss Henry, Mrs Kennedy and Mrs Stratford
The Swindon Youth Festival of Literature 2019 started off on a brilliant note, with St. Joseph’s
winning four prizes in the Festival competitions. Third place was won in the Year 7-8 Poetry competition
by a student at the college, and first place in the Year 9-11 category by Rezel Barreto. The two were
rewarded with the chance to meet performance poet Ash Dickinson when he visited the College on the
Friday. Second place in the Year 7-8 Illustration competition was won by Shanaia Da Cunha, and third
place in the Year 9-11 category by Lucia Beggan.
The week was officially kicked off with a poetry event at the Richard Jefferies Museum for a
selected Year Seven class which went down particularly well. We were then privileged to host
two authors. Ele Fountain gave an educational but entertaining performance to Year 8 and Year
9 finishing off her visit with a brilliant creative writing workshop which kept all its participants on
their toes; the following day saw the very musical Gareth P. Jones perform to an enthusiastic
audience of Year Sixes from three of the feeder primaries.
The headlining event at the Wyvern this year was Annabel Pitcher, bestselling author of ‘My
Sister Lives on the Mantelpiece’. We took forty-nine students to see this performance, including
five Year 11 student helpers, and it was thoroughly enjoyed. The week was brought to a close
with the inter-school book quiz and a visit from poet Ash Dickenson both on the same morning.
Ash Dickenson’s performance was very well received by Year7; when he got them to write their
own poems, there was not enough time for everyone who wanted to perform!
The grand finale came a week and
a half after the Festival; our two
winners from the Illustration
Competition, Shanaia Da Cunha
and Lucia Beggan, attended an art
workshop led by Steve Cole with
the winners from the other eleven
schools. Then, at the Celebration
event, prizes were handed out to
our Illustration competition
winners Shanaia Da Cunha and
Lucia Beggan, along with Poetry
competition winners Rezel Barreto.

Our Library Ambassador, Mary-Kate Miller, also received a prize for her dedication.
The library continues to be a vibrant and well-used place and we are very much looking forward
to all the events that we may run in the future!

Catering at St. Joseph's
The menu provided for students and staff at St. Joseph’s has remained largely
unchanged for a number of years. This has primarily been due to staff changes and staff
skills sets; however, with recent staff changes we have the opportunity to introduce a
more nutritionally balanced menu.
The College has recently appointed an Executive Head Chef, Liam Carter Selwood and a
Sous Chef, Tomasz Fraczek who will be joining the catering team in January.
Some additional catering equipment has been purchased which will assist with the menu
changes and Liam will soon be starting this process. His aim is firstly to overhaul the
breakfast menu, then the mid-morning menu and finally the lunchtime menu. This process
of changing the menus will of course take some time to implement fully.
Prior to the menus being changed, the catering team will be offering samples of new
products to the students and staff in order to judge their opinions. There will be two
menus running throughout the year; the first will run during the autumn and winter, the
second will run during the spring and summer. There will be a three-week menu cycle.
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