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It is great to see pictures like the
one above! In particular, it give us
hope that the whole experience of
school for our students is beginning
to return to pre-pandemic
arrangements. While the year
group bubble system, staggered
starts and breaks, social distancing,
hand gel, fixed classrooms and
mask wearing have certainly
contributed to keeping our
community as safe as possible, we
will be glad when the time comes to
get rid of them all with minimal risk.
We all hope that time is now, but we
are not complacent – we will follow
the development of the pandemic
over the summer and take any
measures needed to ensure that
safety remains paramount. However,
at the time of writing, we are
planning for a ‘normal’ September,
with students moving around and
mixing more freely.

Lessons in specialist rooms for
music, drama, design technology,
science etc. can return in full and
facilities such as the Chapel and
library come back into full use.
Assemblies, after-school clubs,
sports activities, productions and
more – we will be actively working
for a rapid return to a complete
school experience for all students.
Reflecting on the pandemic makes
us realise the value of things we
may have previously taken for
granted, and I can already see the
enthusiasm and commitment of
our students as they consider the
opportunities on offer to them next
year.
In addition, we will have important
and exciting developments in
place next year. The Board of
Governors have refreshed the
mission, vision and values of the

school, with key strategic priorities
clearly emerging for the coming
years. We will have a large number
of new staff joining us across a
wide range of subjects, and a
number of new key post holders in
the college to support all students.
There will also be some very
impressive and valuable building
developments evident to students
when they return in September.
Assuming the ‘roadmap’ continues
as planned, all of these
developments will be described in
the September newsletter. For the
moment, I wish you and your
families a safe, peaceful and
enjoyable summer, and we all look
forward to welcoming your
children back to St. Joseph’s in
September.
Jerry Giles
Head of School

End of Term Message from Mr. Hughes:
Dear Parents, Carers and Students,
As we draw to the close of the 2020/2021 academic year I would like to pay tribute to all those
students, parents and staff who have needed to make significant compromises in terms of the way in
which we have functioned and lived our lives during this difficult time. We have worked together
through very challenging circumstances and I am enormously grateful for your understanding,
positivity and generosity.
Thank you to everyone who has enabled St Joseph’s to function as well as we have, I hope that you
enjoy a relaxing summer break. As many of you know I am retiring this year and would like to take this
opportunity to wish you all the very best for the future.
Paul Hughes
Principal

Library News:
In the past four months, the Library at St. Joseph’s has changed location. Now situated in the area
that used to be the Library some years ago, it is a wonderful, cheery space slightly larger than the old
Library and will be fully equipped with computers ready for full opening in September. Since the move,
although the Library has not been functioning, we have been trying to involve students in what we can
offer.
On Tuesday 18 June 2021, two teams of Year 9 students competed against other schools in the
regional heats of the National Reading Champions Quiz, run by the National Literacy Trust. It was a
tense test of their knowledge of popular books, authors and characters, and although it was good fun,
unfortunately neither of our teams made it to the national final. Well done to the nine students who
represented St. Joseph’s!
To take us to the end of the year, twenty-five students from Year 7, 8 and 9 are participating in a
small scale “Great Book Debate”. Over the course of two months everyone has been reading through
five selected books and attending fortnightly meetings to discuss the books and collect a prize for
every one read. By the end of the year the aim is for everyone to vote on their favourite of the five
books, and we will contact the author to see what they say! It has been a very popular activity with
Year 7 in particular.
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Celebration of Sport:
It was fantastic to welcome back our ‘Celebration of
Sport’ to end what has been a very different year at
the College. Judging by the many happy, smiling faces
throughout the day, this was thoroughly enjoyed by
all. More importantly it provided a well-earned
celebratory event for all of our students and staff who
have worked so hard through this period in the
school’s history.
The format encouraged friendly competition between
teaching classes and included a range of physical and
creative tasks. Practical elements were ‘battle ball’, 4way tug-of-war, climbing and the ‘It’s a knockout’
assault course. Indoor activities included a Tokyo
Olympic-based design challenge and the giant sports
quiz.
Quiz winners can be seen displayed below. Overall
medals were awarded to one class per year. Once
again the Tech Team came up trumps with a 3D
printed gold medal, designed and produced in College.
It was a tremendously difficult job to judge the design
challenges as the standard was so high. Points were
also awarded for team work, standard of kit, effort
and kindness in the challenges and finally,
performance in the events.

Overall class winners were 7L, 8R, 9Q and 10XRGF – congratulations to everyone!
Year 7 Sports Quiz Winners:
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Year 8 Sports Quiz Winners:

Year 9 Sports Quiz Winners:

Year 10 Sports Quiz Winners:
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Chaplaincy News:
Year 11 Leavers' Liturgy
By adhering to all Covid restrictions, Mrs Mobey was able to lead a Year 11 Liturgy, on the 28 May 2021.
This was held in the hall, with two teaching groups at a time. Year 11 Drama students read a number of
prayers and reflections were shared and intentions acknowledged. The Liturgy was extremely moving,
especially after such difficult months, so by having time to pray together, it really was very special.
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Here are two examples of the prayers that were shared:
Lord, as we look back on our time at St. Joseph’s we thank you for every sign of your grace. We ask
that you guide all of Year 11 in the next few days, weeks and months. Send us into the world bringing
light, hope and love wherever you send us.
Lord, hear us.
Lord, let us find comfort in the memories we have shared, the friendships we have made and the
experiences that have shaped us. May we all move on in our lives full of love and with great hope for
our futures.
Lord, hear us.
To commemorate the Year of St. Joseph, the students were given prayer cards to keep with them.
We wish them all the very best and Blessings for their future.
Feast Day of St Peter and St Paul
On the 29 June 2021, to celebrate the Feast day of St Peter and St Paul, students were able to watch
Mass through the live link to St Pauls Cathedral in Bristol. This was a wonderful opportunity for the
students to remotely pray and celebrate together.

Feast of Mary, Mother of the Church:
On the 24 May 2021, to commemorate the Feast of Mary, Mother of
the Church, all students participated in saying a decade of the
Rosary. This was during their first lesson of the day. Teachers and
students reported back; that it was an extremely powerful and
poignant start to the lesson and indeed the day. Some students were
invited to say their intentions out loud and prayers were recited in
unison, which enveloped the unity shared together.

Student First Aid Course:
Students in Year 9 Alternative Curriculum have recently participated
in learning First Aid on line and with a score of over 80% have
received a certificate. Teaching and Learning was by means of students watching Role Play videos
and answering test questions. The course covered a wide range of subjects to include; seizures,
choking, CPR, bleeding, sprains and many more to enable them to know what to do in an emergency
and how to keep safe.
The students have gained the skills, confidence and willingness to act when someone needs First Aid.
They have also developed essential life skills including coping in challenging situations as well as other
ideas such as kindness, safety and sharing learning with others to create resilient communities.

Contact Details:
If any of your contact details change during the holidays, please don't forget to inform the College.
You can email any changes to your contact information to info@stjosephscollege.net or call 01793
714200.
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Religious Education at St. Joseph's:
The Religious Education (RE) department has much to reflect upon as we move through the final term
of what can only be described as an unusual and challenging year for all schools. In May we said
goodbye to our Year 11 cohort who faced down the extreme challenges to their final year with real
integrity and determination. As no external exams were set our students, your children, had to face a
series of internal assessments not just in RE, but across the curriculum and as a group they responded
magnificently. There were few if any groans when facing yet another GCSE exam style paper and
really more than any other year students stepped up and gave a great account of themselves.
Year 11 were also a real delight to spend time with on their leaver’s day. To sit with teaching groups in
their reconfigured leavers mass and witness the respectful nature of the students was another great
privilege. The respectful atmosphere and sense of comradery was evident through the mass and the
day as a whole and debts are owed to the staff who quietly and thoughtfully organised events.
Year 9 have begun their journey of GCSE Catholic Christianity this term by embarking on the same
programme of study that Year 11 have just concluded. The groups certainly deserve praise for – once
again in trying circumstances – taking up a new challenge at a time of year where some may feel
jaded.
May 1st saw the feast day of St. Joseph the worker and all that this special day means to the college.
It was a real pleasure to distribute certificates across the length and breadth of the school to
acknowledge those students who lesson after lesson, week after week have quietly, but with great
integrity and determination proved to be outstanding within their studies. These certificates are rare
and much consideration by staff is put in place before they are awarded. Students who do receive a
certificate have the right to feel really quite proud.

6

