St. Joseph's Catholic College

Newsletter - March 2021

St. Joseph's Catholic College

Easter
Newsletter
I hope you and your families are all safe and well, and looking forward to the Easter break.
While reflecting on the year that has passed since last Easter, and particularly considering the
last few weeks since the school re-opened, the resilience and perseverance of our students
really shine through. In addition, the friendship and support they show to each other, the way
that they always make the best of things, and the way that they simply enjoy their time at
school regardless of the restrictions on ‘usual’ activity have been a joy to behold.
Another reflection on the past year is that education is a social activity, with direct
communication and interaction between groups of adults and children at its heart. We have
always stressed the value and importance of St. Joseph’s as a community - never before has
that been more self-evident than in the last few weeks and months, and it is a community we
can all be really proud of. During the last period of school closure, the national news stories
about remote teaching and the need for laptops, in particular, could give the impression that if
only every child had a laptop, the education they could access remotely would be almost as
good as the education they receive in person. All they would then need to do is ‘catch-up’ with
anything they have missed.
Reflecting on this, I think we all know that this is not the case – there is far more to school than
the content of the subjects covered in lessons, and the sense of relief and joy we saw in students
returning to school clearly backs this up! Some examples of student comments about returning
to school are included in this newsletter, and thank you to the students for providing these. I
sincerely hope and pray that the recent school closure period is the last one any of us, and
particularly any of the students, have to endure.
The only possible downside of the school reopening is that it gives the impression that the
pandemic is over. Again, we all know this is not true, so please continue to do all you can to help
us keep our community safe over the coming weeks and months. The Local Authority have
asked all schools be remind parents that their children need to keep to the rules over Easter, so
please be aware of this.
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Finally, it is important to acknowledge and thank all the staff who have worked so hard this
term to make it as successful as possible – the student manager team for their ongoing
pastoral support, all the teaching staff for their remote teaching on Teams, all the staff who
continued to work in school in the front office or supporting the students working in school,
and the IT team for their tireless problem solving! A particular thank you goes to the group of
staff who organised and carried out the testing programme – this was a huge undertaking,
and every one of them deserves our sincerest thanks.
Once again, Happy Easter to all members of the St. Joseph’s community and their families.
We now look forward to welcoming all our students back on Monday 19th April, and pray that
the new term will see us take further steps towards a ‘normal’ school experience for all of
them.
Mr. J Giles
Head of School

Students' Thoughts on Returning to School
after the second lockdown:
“I just love being back! It was ok being at home, but I’m so happy we are in school. The
Teachers made the TEAMS lessons really interesting and fun, but nothing beats being back with
my friends. Oh, and eating the canteen food!” Year 7
“I have been so worried about my GCSE’s. But over the lockdown the teachers were incredible. I
feel ready to learn, more motivated and determined to do well in all my assessments this year.
The only thing now upsetting me, is how little time I have left here at St. Joseph’s”. Year 11
“It’s great to be back, seeing my mates and my Teachers. I just miss working in my PJ’s at
home, feels weird having to wear school uniform and shoes! But seriously, I didn’t realise how
much I missed being at school”. Year 9

Prayers for Mr. Henstridge
At the start of March, Mr Andrew Henstridge, the
Executive Head teacher from Saint Mary’s and St
Catherine’s sadly died. Andrew Henstridge was Head
teacher to many of our students. The below prayer
cards were handed out and students have been
asked to write prayers, or indeed their most
treasured memories, and these will be presented to
his family after Easter.

Many staff members taught his children, who not long ago, left St. Josephs. Please remember
him and his family in your prayers.
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Student Covid Testing
The College would like to thank all of its students that took part in the onsite Covid testing
when the College reopened to all students on Monday, 8 March 2021. We tested 83% of our
student population three times over a period of two weeks, over 3000 tests. The students can
be proud of the way that they conducted themselves through what may have been quite a
daunting process to some.
We were fortunate in only having one positive result throughout the testing process and the
participation in the whole process helped the whole St. Joseph’s community to feel safe whilst
returning to school after lockdown.
All students were issued with home testing kits in the final week of the testing on site and are
encouraged to continue with the regular testing at home, twice a week, including during the
Easter break. The more students that take part in this home testing the safer it will be for all in
the St. Joseph’s community. Additional kits have been available for students to pick up on
Wednesday, 31 March, and Thursday, 1 April. Please be aware that more kits can be collected
after the Easter break.
Any results at home need to be reported to the College through www.testregister.co.uk as well
as directly to the NHS track and Trace website.
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Religious Education at St. Joseph's
As we continue to wrestle and – at times – struggle through difficult times it is wonderful to
reflect on the response of our tenacious students in their ongoing approach to the
curriculum delivered to them in Religious Education (RE). Not delivered, necessarily, in the
manner we would have preferred, but RE lessons were delivered and our students – your
children – have responded magnificently.
In year seven students grappled with “Who is Jesus” and such a topic goes to the core of
the principles that underpin the ethos of the College. Ideas about how art, scripture, and
belief can all build a picture of the values that continue to drive the Christian faith. As in all
subject areas, students have also had to adjust to new classrooms and new teaching
groups, and as a year group they have given a great account of themselves. Year Eight are
appropriately looking at the Passion Death and Resurrection of Jesus this term and in the
run-up to Easter. Again, it is important to reflect that festivals such as Easter remain a
time of hope and optimism. There will always be that hope within our community even
when the effects of the pandemic have hopefully receded.
Friday, 19 March saw a Mass streamed live from Clifton Cathedral to celebrate the Year of
St. Joseph. This important event - that we are hoping touched as many students as
possible – marks part of the numerous ongoing celebrations being put in place,
acknowledging the role of St. Joseph throughout the year. The College that takes its’ name
from St. Joseph was prayed for at the mass, but please continue to acknowledge the role
of St. Joseph in any ways that are personal to you.
Students across the college have responded in a meaningful and positive way to the
Prayer Box Project established to provide an outlet for prayers from our community. The
prayer ministry team at Holy Rood meet to pray fortnightly for the students and staff at
St. Joseph’s and offer up any prayers or intentions passed on via the prayer box. Students
and staff can continue to drop prayers and special intentions anonymously in the prayer
box.
Finally, as I write, we draw closer to Easter, which is usually the last big milestone in the
academic journey of our most senior year group before their leaving day it would be
appropriate to reflect on what sort of journey they have had. Year Eleven have had a
challenging and unusual 12 months but in RE - as in all subject areas I am sure - they have
acquitted themselves magnificently. The attendance and engagement in online lessons
and online learning was of an excellent standard. In adversity, we have seen real strength
of character develop with students rolling up their sleeves and working hard to achieve the
grades that they deserve. Although too early to say a final well-done, good students do
deserve to be commended and to feel proud of their attitude and approach.
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Year of St. Joseph
St. Joseph has two Feast Days; 19 March and 1 May - St. Joseph the worker. At St.
Joseph’s, although we acknowledge the Feast day in March, we celebrate and
commemorate - St. Joseph the worker.
This year, on our return back from Easter, we will be rewarding students with a special St.
Joseph’s the Worker Praise Postcard. Teachers will distribute these in their lessons, to all
students who have produced outstanding work, and those that have gone way beyond.
To celebrate the Year of St. Joseph, copies of the prayer below, will be disseminated to all
classrooms, where Reflections and Prayers will take place at the start of lessons, during
terms five and six.

Pope Francis' Prayer for the year of St. Joseph
Hail, Guardian of the Redeemer,
Spouse of the Blessed Virgin Mary.
To you God entrusted his only Son;
in you Mary placed her trust;
with you Christ became man.
Blessed Joseph, to us too,
show yourself a father
and guide us in the path of life.
Obtain for us grace, mercy and courage,
and defend us from every evil. Amen.
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Extra Sports & Well-being Info Hub
If you wish to complete sports activities and/or well-being activities outside of school time,
please follow the link below to our PE sports & well-being hub on Moodle. The page can be
found by clicking here.

Year 7 After-College Sports
Starting on Tuesday, 20 April 2021, 2:50pm - meet outside the MUGA
An opportunity to come and play sport after school for fitness, fun, and a mental wellbeing
boost. We will offer a range of activities, based on the weather (!) and numbers attending.
If you wish to take part in this you will need to wear your correct St. Joseph’s PE kit on a
Tuesday. We will record who is doing this for our registers. The session will finish at 4pm.
We look forward to seeing you there!

Year 11 After-College Sports
Starting on Thursday 22 April 2021 at 3.30pm - meet outside the MUGA
We would like to offer students the opportunity to play sport after college on a Thursday,
offering a range of activities based on the weather (!) and numbers attending. This will be a
great opportunity to supplement the physical activity you are already doing and take time
to participate in an activity away from potential stresses of your academic work. If you
wish to take part in this you will need to wear your correct St. Joseph’s PE kit on a
Thursday. We will record who is doing this for our registers.

Sports Extra-Curricular for Other Year Groups
As you know we currently run a staggered end of the day. Due to this we are unable to
offer extra-curricular sport to years 8, 9 or 10 as you finish much earlier than the PE staff
and this means that there are other PE lessons going on at the same time. We will prioritise
these year groups once Year 11 students have left the college.
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College Uniform
The end of the Easter Holidays will mark the start of the Summer Term and we would like
all students to be back in full uniform on the 19 April 2021. As the gradual lifting of Covid-19
restrictions continues, the shops will be opening again and we hope that it will be possible
for everyone to replace missing or small items of uniform, so we can start the term
dressed appropriately and meeting the expectations of the College uniform policy. All
students should have the branded tie and blazer, to be worn with white shirt, black trousers
(not skin tight for girls) and black, leather school shoes.
Additional layers that have been permitted during the winter months will no longer be
allowed. Coats should not be worn inside the school building. Blazers should be worn at all
times, unless a teacher gives the student permission to take it off. Coats must be the
regulation dark colour, without logos. White and silver ‘puffa-jackets’ are not permitted.
Hoodies should not be worn on the College site.
Blazer
Black with red piping and College
badge (this is a washable,
easycare blazer). Purchased from
the College supplier.
Shirt
White shirt with the appropriate
collar to wear with a tie. Sleeves
can be long or short. Purchased
from any supplier.
Tie
Clip-on tie. Purchased from
The College supplier.
Trousers/ Skirts
Plain, black trousers or knee length
skirt without slits. These can be purchased from any supplier.
Skirts should be
free moving and not tight against
the legs.
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Uniform Guidelines (continued)
Trousers should not be:
Extremely baggy
Tight against the legs all the way down
Cropped
Flared
So short or tapered that they do not overlap with the top of the shoes
Made from denim or canvas material
Short skirts and any type of jeans, leggings or trousers with studs are unacceptable.
Large zips which are prominent are not allowed.
Coats
A plain solid-coloured outdoor
coat without large logos or writing.
Denim jackets, sweatshirts or
‘hoodies’ are not permitted.
Coats are not to be worn in the
building and are to be stored in
lockers throughout the day.

Jumper
Grey ‘v’ neck with College logo.
Purchased from College supplier.
NB: This is not a compulsory part
of the uniform but jumper’s may
be worn underneath blazers for
additional warmth.

Black Shoes
Plain, black sensible shoes with a
flat heel and leather/leather style
uppers. No logos, coloured flares,
coloured stitching, high heels,
boots or trainers. No sandals, sling
backs or canvas shoes.

Socks
Plain black socks must be worn
with trousers.
White socks/ plain black or skin
coloured tights with skirts.

Headscarves
If a student wishes to wear a headscarf
in order to follow their faith this must be
plain black.

We will have a uniform check day on Tuesday 20 April 2021, to identify any issues
with uniform. It would be brilliant if any missing items of uniform could be replaced
before this date, so our students can finish the academic year looking smart and
ready to learn.
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Uniform Guidelines P.E. Kit
1. Optional Red & Black long-sleeved
Rugby/Hockey top (recommended for
winter season). Purchased from the
College supplier.
2. Red polo shirt (no flashes or logos). This needs to be plain or purchased from the College
supplier.
3. Trainers – not boot-type trainers.
4. Plain black football/hockey socks (white sports socks to be worn during the
summer term only).
5. Plain black shorts (no flashes or logos) can be purchased from the College supplier.
6. Plain black tracksuit bottoms (no flashes or logos).
7. Towel.
Please note, items 2 to 7 can be purchased from any supplier.

Health and Safety in P.E.
Jewellery must not be worn during PE
lessons due to Health and Safety laws.
Therefore if students wish to have their
ears pierced we recommend that this
takes place at the start of a long holiday
to ensure that it is possible to remove
the jewellery for PE lessons.

Further Information
The College will remove any items not allowed or permitted by College Policies. They will be
kept in student reception. The blazer, tie, jumper*, and red & black long sleeved
Rugby/Hockey top* should be purchased from Academy School Uniforms, either online or at
an event in the College when Academy School Uniforms come to display and sell their
uniform. Parents will be informed of all such events Parents may buy all other items of
uniform from local stores. The College requires that the choice of colour, material and style
conform to the uniform requirements stated.

We recommend that all items of uniform are marked with the student’s name.
St. Joseph’s Catholic College uniform is available from Academy Schools Uniforms.
Compulsory items can be purchased online here. Telephone: 0115 965 2869
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Updating Contact Information
Please advise the College of any changes to address, phone or email details. This can be
done via email or by calling 01793 714200.

Parents with Appointments and Meetings at School
The vast majority of interactions between parents and staff at St Joseph’s are positive,
constructive and mutually supportive, and we will always aim to work with parents in this
way. With this in mind, please remember that we will not tolerate aggressive or intimidating
behaviour towards any member of the College community, and parents who behave in an
unacceptable way may be banned from attending meetings about their child in person. The
relevant policies are available on the school website for information.
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